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‘Volume 31 


October 8, 1880 - February 26, 1881 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


vee The volume microcopied on this roll has the following back- 

strip title: "31 / Shanghai / October 8, 1880 / February 26, 1881 / 
Department / of State." It contains despatches, with enclosures, 
addressed to the Department of State from United States consular 
officials at Shanghai, China, between October 8, 1880, and February 26, 
1881. The contents are registered on Roll 1 of the microcopy,. 


The volume is part of a body of records in the National Archives 
designated as Record Group No. 59, General Records of the Department 
of State. It is volume 31 of a series generally referred to as 
Consular Despatches, Shanghai. 
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THE NUN ABDUCTION CASE. 


In this revolutionary age, when almost 
every existing institution is threatened with 
destruction, trial by F bas the birthright 
and safeguard of the liberties of the Anglo- 
Saxon, has not escaped, To say, as often is 
said, that it frequently leads to absurdities, 
and sometimes to gross injustice, is but to 
admit that all men are liable to weaknesses, 
and that no human institution is perfect. 
That the average judge who has been for 
the greater part of his life sifting and 
weighing evidence is (until he arrives at 
his dotage) more likely to get at the truth 
than even twelve laymen is self-evident ; 
and that most judges, both British and 
American, are broad-minded and unpreju-. 
diced men and, at least in the present 
day, almost without exception free from the 
taint of cone in any form, must be 
admitted by all. Yet human nature even in 
a judge is weak, and however much they may 
try to sink their individual opinions and 
beliefs, even the best of them cannot avoid 
being consciously or unconsciously influenced 
by their own notions of morality and justice. 
That a man who is charged with a crime is 
therefore safer in the ds of twelve or 
five of his peers, even if they be ignorant 
country shopkeepers, than in those of one 
man, although that man be the most 
upright and wisest nage in the land, is an; 
opinion which is still held by the vast major- 
ity of men both in England and America. If! 
then, this right-of trial by jury is so stoutly 
insisted on in the Home countries, where 
the judges are selected for their high 
attamments amongst a vast supply o 
trained and practised legal talent, x 
much more necessary is it that in such 
places as the treaty ports of China our lives. 
and liberties should not be placed in the 
power of individual men, some of them 
quite young, and most of them without any 
legal training, and otherwise not the best: 


ine ee 


| 


} ing any instruction in 


fitted for the exercise of judicial functions. 
The British Consuls at the outports, who are 
the judges of what are called the Provincial 
Courts, are all men who were sent to 
China in their youth, and whose time 
rg their arrival has been fully ys 
in the study of a difficult language and in 
learning the art of despatch writing. Few 


of them can be supposed to be endowed 
with ‘‘the judicial mind,” and only one 
or two have the opportunity of obtain- 
e laws of evidence 
or in legal technicalities. The Consuls for 
the United States are selected in a different 


jan American citizen, but as both the 


: 


but altogether unsystematic, manner, an 
while some are lawyers by profession, more 
are ex-amateur soldiers, clerks from Govern- 
ment offices, and, far worse, missionaries 
appointed in China. These latter may be 
worthy and intelligent men in their way, 
but their holy calling is generally supposed | 
to deprive them of the qualifications. 
of men of the world which lawyers are 
resumed not only to but to require | 
or the right Iment of the duties of their 
profession. The United States Government 
is certainly to be commended in that for 
many years it has eschewed the appointing 
of merchant Consuls in China, but it may 
be questioned if it has not fallen into a 
worse error by the selection of missionaries, 
some of them far from being men of discre- 
tion, to fill the responsible position of 
Consuls and judges, and even to act as head 
of the Legation. American residents in 
China are the most ready to condemn this 
practice. British subjects have the benefit 
of juries at oy ge and residents at the 
outports have the power of appealing to 
a duly qualified Supreme Court in the 
country itself. Although this is always an 
expensive and inconvenient resource, it is 
an advantage which is not within the reach 
of American citizens. At the outports in 
China, where from these causes there exists 
a much greater necessity for this right of | 
trial by jury, Britons and Americans are 
deprived of it. 
his disadvantage was never more forcibly 
illustrated than in the Nun Abduction 
Case, the second trial of which has just 
béen concluded at Ningpo, and the reports 
of which occupied a very large space in the 
Shanghai papers for ten days. The case 
was first tried at Wénchow, where the abduc- 
tion was alleged to have taken place, before 
the United States Consul for Ningpo, a 


jin C 


our own country there are, as we all know, 
limits to this right. It does not extend to 
* cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia, when in actual service in 
time of war or public danger.’ And why 
not? Obviously because it would be 
impracticableor unsafe. Forasimilar reason 
it does not extend to, and it cannot be 
claimed in our Oourts here.” Why 
impracticable or unsafe in China we fail to 
understand. There are enough American 
citizens at the larger ports to form juries, 
and if the alleged crime takes place at a 
small port where there are not sufficient, 
the defendant cuuld either be removed to 
Shanghai for trial, or citizens could be 
drafted from other ports, or a gunboat sent. 
We have not seen the report of the summing 
upandspeech of the Counsel for the defence, 
but we can hardly — him guilty of the 
nonsense which the Consul puts into his 
mouth, when he says—‘‘ But we have citizens 
here, and we have citizens here who commit 
crimes. Whatis to be done with them? The 
objection under consideration makes us 
this reply, ‘ Nothing; let them alone. 
They must not be deprived of life, liberty, 
or propey without due process of law.’ 
And this ‘due process of law’ is under | 
existing circumstances impossible. Shall | 
we then say to our people who commit, or | 
who are charged with committing, crimes 
in this country, ‘Go on ; commit whatever 
wrongs or outrages you like ; you have 
nothing to fear.. The shield of the great 
Constitution is over you. You cannot be 
convicted except on trial by jury; and 
there is and there can be no trial by jury 
here.’ The objection then logically leads 
to this, that citizens of the United States 
na are amenable to no law. No 
matter how much they trample upon and 
outrage the rights of this people they can- 
not be restrained or seaddied.” Whatever 
force these remarks from the Bench may 
have is all in favour of the immediate 
extension of the right of trial by jur 

to China. Until that right is granted, 
persons charged with serious crimes can be 
sent to the States for trial, the depositions 


missio with two officers of the Mono- 
cacy pong (bs Judgment was then 
given by the Consul against the defendant, 


Assessors dissented, from it, it had to be 
referred to the Minister at Peking befvure 
it could be executed. Mr. Seward, deciding 
that the Oourt was not Lot gg 4 consti- 
tuted, ordered a new trial. This has 
just taken place at Ningpo before the 
same missionary Consul, who this time had 
as Associates two missionaries and a mer-' 
chant. Judgment was again given against 
the defendant, who was fined 0 and 
sentenced to a year’s imprisonment. All 
three Associates in this second trial were 
likewise of opinion that the man’s guilt had 
not been proved, and the case has therefore 
to be again referred to Peking, and will 
robably have to be carried to the United 
States for final decision, the defendant 
in the meantime being yore from 
entering into any permanent employment. 
N anges rriiew.d that the five * a 


Jall of whom we are entitled to consider 
| men of equal intelligence with the judge, 


“a of opi sop 3 wor wn ee was not 
ilty, there e hig probability 
that had he been tried by a jury he 
would have been acquitted. The Consul 
begins his judgment with some remarks 


on trial by jury. He says :—‘‘ And even in 


Y no. en Dod, Prue Downs Pons, 


of witnesses who cannot also be sent being 


_ taken on the spot, 


On the merits of the case itself we dc 
not propose to say one word beyond that 
we are informed by correspondents ir 


‘Shanghai, where it has been fully reportec 


and discussed, that there is an almos' 
‘universal opinion that the man was no 
guilty. We cannot blame the Consul fo 
adhering to his convictions, but we thin! 
that the familiar quotation— 


Man, man, 
Dreas'd in a little brief authority, ( 
Most ignorant of what he’s most assured, ‘ 
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven 

As make the Angels weep, 


is one fully justified in this case. —Daily 
ress. 
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THE NUN ABDUCTION CAS 


The following is an extract from Dr. Lord’s 
firdt judgment in the above case, delivered on 
hoard the Monocacy at Wéuchow on the 16th 
March last :— 


“ Whang I Yéh’s testimony is objected to, and I 
think with some reason, by the counsel for the 
wecused, on the ground of his having heen intimi- 
dated. I am aware that the Chinese officials repel 
‘|. this imputation. And IT am by no means po 
to affirm its truth. Still itis certain that Whang 
| I Yéh in his examinations by his own officials has 
\| been beaten. I cannot help regarding this as a 
very mistaken and unfortunate circum«tance, ‘as 
witnesses thus treated, when brought into our 
courts to give evidence against our people can 
-| never be of much utility, So, as I wixh to give 

the accused the benefit of all reasonable doubt, I 
shall not accept this part of Whang I Yéh’s’ testi- 
} mony. But i shall simply use the facts tliat are 
proved by other witnesses, or that are admitted by 

the accused himeelf.” 


In his second judgment at Ningpo on the 
8th October, Dr. Lord said :— 


“ Again, the charge so often and so strongly made 
| that the Chinese officials have by means of turture 
| and intimidation procured false testimony against 
| the accuse, is certainly a very grave one, and one 
| that should not have been eit’ er made or insinuated 
| without adequate proof. But no such proof has 
| been given. On the contrary, no wituess in the 
case, so far as is known to the Court, has Ween 
tortured, and only one has been beaten, and he, 
according to his own statements, was not beaten 
for the purpose of influencing his testimony. The 
| Court of course, cannot know, and therefore it will 
not assert, that there has been no unfair influetice 
| exerted over these witnesses. But the exertion of 
| such influence is not to be admitted on mere pre- 
sumption or suspicion, and especially not on the 
presumption or suspicion of the party accused. It 
| is, [ think, commonly a mistaken and always an 
| unfortunate circumstance when Chinese witnessgess 
intended to give evidence in our Courts are for any 
| reason subjected to blows or confinement ; not that 
| the circumstance affords any adequate pre-umption 
that the evidence given is involuntary, but that it 
is likely to awaken distrust. And so Courts will 
| always demur to such proceedings, and look with 
great care into all matters of this kind. In the 
| case in question, WhangI Yéh was of course a 
| criminal on his own account. Any conn ction that 
|} Burnett may have had with his transaction could 
| in no way relieve him, He was therefore iu accor- 
| dance with the Chinese law and Chinese usage, 
| liable to the treatment that he has received. And 
| th's treatment many have been, and in the absence 
of proof to the contrary, it must be accepted as 
having been, on his own account and not for the 
perpose of inducing him to criminate Burnett. 
e principle which has been laid down for us to 
follow in regard to the accused—to hold him in- 
nocent until bis is proved to be guilty--~lould be 
appliel here as well as elsewhere. ‘Tue Court 
therefore cannot admit the objection uiade by the 
defendant to the competency of the Chinese testi- 
mony given against him, on the ground that it has 
been involuntary. The Court dves not and cannot 
know that it has been entirely voluntary. But it 
has no sufficient reason to suppose that it has not.” 


The apparent inconsistency in the two judg- 
ments delivered by Dr. Lord, we may assume, 
is the foundation for the dissensions expressed 
by the Assessors, who formed the Court in 
| conjufiction with the U.S. Consul in the trial 
at Ningpo. 


Dako ay \X N C\ 


<< 
~ would be diffienlt to find a better 
lustration of some 
sent on PE ES 
neular jarisdiction, %0 | 
sere of the meeting of the Tater. || 
ational Law Association ab Berne 
as drawn by Mr. 
nent paper, than the Burne a L 
on case. The result of the two trials, | 
hich Mr. Burnett has already under- 
ne, can bave satisfied neither the 
sonsett the accused, nor the judge. 
he accusers have got their verdict, 
bot it is the verdict of one judge 
vainst six assessors : the accused is 
ondemued, although all six assessors 
cond in his favour: the judge finds 
pimself alone in his opivion of the 
nilt of the accused with his assessors 
wgainst him in each trial. No one 
soncerned, not even the lawyers engaged 
tn the second trial, can possibly be 
pleased with this result. 
The case itself was very simple. 
Mr. Barnett, a tide-surveyor at Wan. 
chow, finding life somewbat wearisome 
iat that scantily-populated port, was 
anxious for aconcubine, Having resided 
for a long time in this country and 
being familiar with its language aud 
‘customs, and with the very doubtfal 
reputation enjoyed by the occupants of 
nunneries in this country, he instructed 
or authorised, it was alleged, his head 
boatman to procure a certain nun resid- 
ing ou an island near his quarters. 
The head boatman, with the aid of four 
of his crew, forcibly abducted the’ nun 
and brought her to Mr. Barnett’s lodg- 
ing. Here, according to her evidence, 
she was detained against her will 
for some days, made to:subserve his 
desires, and ultimately retnrned to her 
home. The matter might doubtless have 
been arranged by a money payment, bat 
that Mr. Barnett himself brought it to 
ithe notice of his superior, Mr. Mackay, 
the person in charge of the Customs’, 


‘defence in a few words. 


\ 


American Consul at Ningpo, was taken 
to Wénchow in a man-of-war to try 
the case, Assessors were chosen from 


among the officers of the man-of-war, 
and Dr, Lord found the prisoner 
_ guilty, the assessors unanimously 


dissenting. On an appeal to Peking, 
the American Minister found the whole 


_ transaction so irregular that he ordered 
_® re-hearing of the case; and Mr. 
| Barnett, already roined by the loss 


of his appointment and the gratuity to 
which he was entitled by his length of | 
service, had to stand bis trial again at 
Ningpo. The case occupied several days, 
lawyers were brought at great expense 
from Shanghai, atid witnesses from 
Wénchow, with the same result as 
before. Dr. Lord again found the 
prisoner guilty, while ali three assessors, 
two of them missionaries, and one 
® merchant, weré unanimous in the 
statement that the charge was not 
proved. Omitting the technical objec. 
tions, which had naturally no weight 


} with a judge entirely innocent of legal 


training, we may state the prisoner’s 
He asserted 


‘that be had no idea that force was 


necessary to preenre the presence of 
the nun, and he had never authorised 
force to be used; and the only witness 


‘to contradict him was the head boat- 


map, who had been tortured hy the 
mandarins and kept a prisoner under 
their ‘supervision up to the very| 
moment of his appearance in the witneas- 
box, and who would have made bimeelf, 


liable to severer penalties still had he 


establishment at Wéncbow, wh 
was said, incited the Chinese officials 


who, it! 


acknowledged that the employment of 
force was his own idea entirely. We 
should have thought that this treat- 
ment of the witness would, in the eyer 
of any hopourable man, have invali- 
dated hig testimony at once ; we should 
have thonght that a mirsionary at least. 
would have found it a good opportunity 
to show the Chinese officials that such 
behaviour toa man, who said he had 
only acted on the orders of his superior, 
conld not be tolerated by a civilised 


to take the matier up, and Mr. Burnett judge ; and to add to the enormity of 
was charged with the forcible abduction! 


of the complainant, a very serious 
' harge, as it is needless to Bay. There 
heing no American Congul at Wénchow, 


the proceeding, the very official who 
had caused the man to be cruelly 
beaten was allowed to sit in the Court 
and intimidate him by his presence 


Dr. Lord, a missionary who is also during the delivery of his evidence. 


a 
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Without going farther into the 
question of the guilt or innocence of 
Burnett, we wish to show bow strongly 
this case impugns the existing system 
of Consular jurisdiction. It is supposed 
to be the inalienable right of an Anglo. | 
saxon to be tried by a jury of his equaly 
at the assize-town nearest to the place 
where the alleged crime was committed. 
Bat there being no Court at all at 
Wénchow, aud not a sufficient number 
of American residents at Ningpo to fourm 
a jary, he had to be tried by a missionary. 
Consul as judge with a bench of asses. 
sore constituted as we have already | 
described. Surely, if bis trial could not: 
be held at Wéuchow, he. might have | 
been brought to Shanghai, where he 
wonld have had the advantage of a 
legally trained judge, and where the 
technical points raised by his Counse! 
would at least have been weighed with 
the care that some of them must have 
merited, It is obvious that had he 
had a jury, he must have been acquitted, 
for all six of the assessors pronounced 
in his favour, Much time and expense 
would have been saved, for we know 
by the sad experience of courts-martia! 
how dilatory and costly amateur Courts 
always contrive to be. Society in 
China would have ayoided the scandal 
of seeing three ministers of the 
Gospel engaged in trying a case 
so uncongenial to their calling and 
profession, and substantial justice 
would probably have been done withou:! ° 
the necessily of two separate trials and 
two appeals to Peking. Im. an able 
pamphlet published some short time 
since by Mr, J: J. Henderson, he 
advocated the appointment of inter. 
national Courts, such as exist in Egypt, 
but the difficulty in this course lies in the 
fact that the interests of Great Britain 
in China are so much larger than those 
of all other nations combined, that to 
be fairly representative, the Ovourts 
would have to be almost exclusively 
English. At any rate we may hope 
that the present case will draw the 
attention of the United States Govern- 
ment to the undesirability of appointing 
missionaries as Consuls, or of allowing 
judicial powers to any representatives 
of their country who have not had a 
legal training. 
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was partially filled with 
bone, When I felt on the 


resence 

Seas dene al and the gentlemen of the 
Jury, I cut down to the hard body in 
Mr, Knight’s head, and found it to be a bullet 
that exactly fitted into tlie discharged shell 
in the cylinder of the revolver, It is a very 
heavy ball (produced) weighing about three- 
quarters of an ounce, cau be no 
reasouable doubt that the deceased committed 
suicide, | 

By a Jornon—There was a white handker- 
chief tied round the forehead of the deceased, 
and both it and that in hie left hand smelt 
strongly of lavender-water, as if the deceased 
might have had s headache, aud used it to 
mitigate it, 

By Mr. Warnswaicut—I smelt the hand- 
kerchief round. the head of the deceased, I 
last saw him alive about a week ago. 

By a Junorn—There was no evidence in the 
room of anything like « struggle. lia 
taken place. It would be diffieuls)& 
an opinion as to whether the dgoéase 


fired. He might have been in*a’soré"0f halt 
sitting position on the floor. “He was | 


on his back when I found him. I have no | 


doubt nog was caused by the — 

CuanG SHUN-HAI, caution eposed—I 
was Mr. Kuight’s servant. esterday he 
had tiffin at the house about half-past twelve, | 
At about twenty minutes to five, a chit came | 
from the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, I | 
took it up to my master, He came to the 
door of his room, took the letter from | 

signed the chit-book, and returned, He 


not say anything. He had a white handker- 
chief tied rou 


come and 


s “i or lying down when $lis shot wa 


t. Idid not see Mr. Knight 


a 


By Mr. Watnewricut—I saw it about tea 
—@olock in the morning, and again about six 
in the evening. About a quarter of a bottle 
was gone. Iu the afternoon, when I went to 
the room, the tumbler was on the washstand. 
It had a little liquor in it. Mr, Koight used 
to drink very little indeed. I did not see 
any ~— —— go to Mr. Kuight's 
room in the afternoon, but Mr, Maclay's boy 
| Iu answer to a Jaror, Mr. Watntwrioar 
ssid—We could not find the chit from the | 
Bank, although we searched for it. I kuow 
what ite general tenor was, The message 
was rather of the nature of good news than 
otherwise. Mr. Kuight was dressed in his 
ordinary clothes, He had his watch and 
‘chain, and his penknife, pencil case, &o., in © 
his pockets, but no papers. The chit was 
written on the fisp of an envelope. It came 
from Mr. Cameron. 
In reply to a Juror, Cane Saun-Hat said— 
I know the revolver produced. It belonged 
to Mr. Kuight, He had had it a long time, 
He usually kept it in his wardrobe, but since 
he last came from Chefoo he kept it in a case 
_ of its own on the top of his dressing-case. He 
| kept the cartridges in the box. I have seen the 
pistol in the box. It was not usually kept 
ed. I have not seen the pistol for a loug 
time till yesterday. 
! Mr, Watnewricat.—It was my usual 
practice, if I found letters on his table to be 
, tosend them away in his absence, but 
after tiffin — he told me not to do ao. 
I never despatched letters for people in 
Shanghai. 
The Consut-GenzraL here informed the 
_ that two letters, or rather press copies 
of letters, previously written were fo in 
_ thedrawer of the table. One was to deceased's 
oo and the otber to a gentleman in 
ton. 


Burnes R. Lewis, Clerk at the United 
States Consulate-General, deposed,—I saw 
the deceased about a quarter to four yester- 
day afternoon. I went to serve him 

with an execution in the case of Messrs, 
Holliday, Wise and Co, v. F. P. Knight, 
The outer door of the ball was closed, [ 
knocked at it. He came and opened the door, 
| and I met him in the sitting room. He threw 
open the window, sat down, and asked me 
to take a seat. I told him that I had a doou- 
ment that either he or I could read, as he saw 
fit, and I handed him the paper. I asked 
him if he could satisfy the execution or if he 
had any property, telling him that the form 
had been so amended as not to include arrest 


and he came to the door with me. 


| then quite cool and not at all excited. 


By a Junon—He had no handkerchief round 
his then. He said that he was surprised 
that Mr. Holliday should have taken the step 
he had, as he (Mr. Kuight) had secured Mr. 
Holliday at Home. He did not seem to be 
{fm liquor then, I told him that [ knew 
‘nothing whatever about the case except as to 
| the document I had served him with. The 
amount for which the execution was issued 
was about Tis. 2,000 altogether, including 
Costs and interest. I did not see any evidences 
of his cape, Bey: in writing. He 
gat with his back to his writing-table, partly 


h it from me, There was no other 
sant bansite over him in this Court. inte: 


The Consvut-GenERAL explained to the 
Jury that this was au amount as to which the 
‘deceased had come into Court and confessed 


Ww 
I have for the last two 
intimate with the latterly increas- 
ingly so, having been his legal adviser. I have 
also been on terms of private intimacy with 
him. Some time since the Shanghai news- 
‘papers contained lengthy reports of bank. 
ru affairs of the firm of Messrs. Knight, 
& Co., rai = the course 
proceed r. Kuight’s name was 
ught up, and many questions were 
ling to bear on his financial posl- 
fiich was said that was uv 
ing to bim. At that time he 
fm the North making efforts to 
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By a Junuor—Mr, Kuight has told me that 
all the money that he got from the estate of — 
‘thelate E. M. Smith has been used ia meet 
liabilities of various kinds, L[.kuow as muo 
of hie affairs as one man of business can know 
‘about auother’s, aad [ kaow that he “had no 
money.” Ido not mean that he was ia want, 
‘because he had received assistance from a 
friend. He/was at times quite sanguine 
about pulling through ali right, aad had some 
definite ideas with regard to the future, 
but for’ several months he had been in a 
very morbid state of mind. Perhaps [ ought 
ito tell the Jary that Mr. Kuight some days 
since spoke to me about his affairs in the 
7 we event of anything “happening to him.” He 

ay, Wise) ‘Ahad some thoughts of going to Ourea, and he 
& Co., and M Low & Co. | The told me that in the event of his death, [ 
other principal should find that he had left a note for me. 
father, and a personal irie es of ‘He had toid me before at differeut times 
gentleman living. at -Newchwan neither ‘that he had left sucha note, but for another 
whom were likely to trouble him. K — friend. This friend, however, was going away 
to thé Shanghai creditors, Mr. Ku ero Log & from 8 hai shortly, I found an envelope 
much troubled, but Messra. Fearov, Low addressed to me in his writing-table drawer, 
Co. oot ee i say #2 linge wegen | It contained a life policy. I had known of its 
Holliday, V¥ ise . ’ 


existence before, and [ found that it was trans- 
suit of which mention has been e, and 


ferred tome, Last Friday he asked me fora 
in which judgment was confessed, blank trausfer and I gave him one. He did 
offered this firm the reversion of a small not say to whom the policy was to be trans- 
rty in America te secure their debt, w : ferred. The euvelope was sealed up and 
was subject only to the life interest of a directed to me. The transfer of the policy 
considerably advauced in years, was exeouted on Saturday. There was also 
written to bis brother, the executor of another letter written to mo under a date of 
m1 last July, giving mo direstions about some 
trifling matters of a rg — nature, 
Another letter, dated the instant, stated 
what he wanted douse with the policy in the 
payee of his — His life was insured for 
,000 only a few months The insur- 
Holliday to that effect, and he was thrown ance was effected in order Ae vd a temporary 
into a state of great excitement and agita- security to his Shanghai creditors, He offered 
tion, He came to me yesterday morning. to give them promissory notes payable on 
I saw Mr. Drummond, Mesers, Holliday, Wise : the lst November, aud this policy was 
Co.'s lawyer, aud he consented that what) formally offered to them as security in the . 
as necessary to be done should be as private meautime,. They rejected the offer, and so © 
as possible, and that no aftenh phonlil bosses. the policy remaiued in his own hands, I can 
pene eS una title. rhe | {tell the Jury what Mr. Usmeron has told me 
and he seemed to rye Sa aie ‘nfl | = about the chit that was seut to Mr. Kuight 
cea kau Holliday ise & Co, through oy before his death, if they wish to hear 
. f } 
Ss, Gasiaien, o the H kong snd Sha ; wal | ps s —— it will mot, strictly speaking, be 
Bank, who said he would t aver e , ‘ . 
oposed step. On a Holliday, | FS ae a ais spares © wich to be 
ise & Co, wrote Mr. . a : Mr. Watxewriedt proceeded—Mr. Cameron 
otter oe Thiet their —— pe te vero told me that the purport of the message writ- 
execution, This eros went to 7 Dan : ten on the envelope was that Messrs. Holliday, 
joy with 0 long Ae et Wise & Co. had consented to wait a little 
sie the : ge would wis H jlonger. This message, however, did not reach 
Bagge ee = ue aeereee* ha Mr. Kuight until after Mr. Lewis had per- 
wr on hye” r, Cameron. | eae 0m formed his duty. Mr. Deammond acted on 
a . ong as ih “et yee ed itive instructions from Mosars. Holliday, 
nt one aoe ‘ i 4 ise & Co, Had he carried them out strictly, 
C biceote - | the execution would have beou served on 
ge” Saturday, but he deferred i¢ from Saturday to 
a : Monday, and to Moaday. afteracon iustead 
Bax mM ) (ot the morning of that day. He had probably 
my pinion the tak tae carried out his instructions before Mr. Cameron 
said A eer wae tle : saw Mr. Holliday. There were two other let- 
He said he would oe : ters in Mr. Kuight’s drawer. Que was directed - 
ne ueamnnied Gn = ’ to Mr. Bielfeld, aud the othor was a copy of 


one to Mr. Phipps, the ageut of the Staudard 
Life Assurance Company, dated yesterday 
notifying him of the transfer of the policy i 
. 3 mer — id to -~ Two quarters’ “a 
um paid oa the ioy. 4 
ee == was effected about J agg [ know 
thing unusual then. On his writing-tab “ of no other fiuaucial complications thaa those 
I found these three papers. They are all! E have spoken of. 
the commencements of letters, The first two ; After @ deliberation of about twenty 
are headed ‘ Shanghai, 8th November, 1880," ‘minutes, the Jury sigued the following 
and do not proceed further than the words, | | verdict :— — 
My dear Cameron” and * My dear Waiue- We, the undersigned, the jurors summoned 
wright,”. respectively, but the third is as to appear before QO, N. Deuuy, U.S. General- 
eae wi (Olby of Shanghai, a6 pc. om the Sui dey of 
; : | p.m. om the 8th day 
My diene Hollifee Sth Nov , 1880. | | November, l to enquire iato the cause of 
The respet of your fellow man is beyond—} the death of Francis Parkman Kuight, fouad 
no man ever—I have lost all that—L ever dead in his room in the city aforesaid, having 
strived for, since,— pee apd — ne to ge and anne 
The hand-writi irregul such ingu ter inspecti 
grb. ar, in crooked \bedy, and having the testimony adduced 
before us, 
That we fi 
Parkman Kuight, was a citizen of New York, 
‘U.S.A., aged 49 years, and that he came to 
erlahen | his death about 5 o'clock en on the 8th day 
of sensidersthe exoite- of November, 1 in ghai, from the 
“ae 4 came effects of a pistol ball through the head, fired 
| ‘by his own hand, while labouring under 
os of mind. 


a 


aunts - = a eee ar abe 4, Soa 


Old residents in the Far East will regret 
to hear of the death, by his own hand, of 
Mr, Francis Parkman Knight, who has for | 
the last two years been residing in the old 
Chou-foong hong in Shanghai. He appeared 
in his usual health and spirits on Monday, 
and at twenty minutes to five o’clock in} 
the evening his ‘‘ boy” took him a chit, | 
He was then in his bedroom, which | 
is in the top story of the building. 
After handing him the chit the boy left 
him, and he did not go upstairs again until 
shortly after five o’clock, when he found 
his master lying on the floor, by the side | 
of his bed, with a revolver-shot wound in 
his head, and the weapon in his right 
hand. He at once informed the other 
inmates of the house of the occurrence, 
and a messenger was despatched for Dr. 


Henderson, and the American Consul- | 
General, O. N. Denny, Esq., was also / 
communicated with. Dr. Henderson was | 
speedily in attendance, but his ‘iedlian | 
were of no avail, the wound in the head | 
having caused instantaneous death. ‘The | 


United States Consul-General at once sum- | . 


moned a Jury consisting of Messrs. F. 
McKeige, R. OC. Broadhurst, and M. Ro- 
bins; and they assembled at the deceased’s - 
residence at half-past six o’clock. They 
merely viewed the body, and the 


ext morning at the United States Con- 
sulate-General. A full report of the 
inquest appears in another column. The 
deceased was widely known, having been 
in China since about 1860, and in many 
ways he has interested himself in public 
affairs. His name is often associated with 
the negotiations with the Chinese Govern- 
ment resulting in the Burlingame Treaty ; 
he was one of the Commissioners for China 
at the Philadelphia Exhibition ; and it was | 
‘through the steps he took that the study of 
the Chinese language was introduced into 
Harvard University. For some years he 
was the Oonsular representative of the 
‘United States and several other nationali- 
ties at Newehwang, where he was also 
engaged in mercantile pursuits. During 
the Franco-German war he held the 
Consulship of both the nations engaged, 
and received more than one recognition , 
of their appreciation of his impartial | 
services. Shortly after taking up his | 
residence at this port he assumed charge of | 
the late E. M. Smith’s estate, as receiver, 
under appointment by the then United States 
‘Consul-General here, and since then his 
name has been prominently before the 
public. Monetary complications are as- 
signed as the cause for the act which 
Pinata his life, at the comparatively 
early age of 49 years. The remains 
of the deceased were interred on Tuesday 
afternoon at the New COemetery, in 
‘the presence of between thirty and forty 
residents. Dr. Focke, H.1.G.M. Consul- 


fos = was formally adjourned until the | 


‘General and Senior Consul at this port ; O. ~~ 


N. Denny, Esq., U.S. Consul-General ; R. 
W. Little, Esq., Chairman of the Municipal 
Council; J. H. Hart, Esq., Commissioner 
of Customs ; E, Cameron, Esq., Manager of | 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration; aud R, E. Wainewright, Esq., 
the deceased’s legal adviser, acted as pall- 
bearers; and among those present we 
noticed Dr. Yates, Messrs OC. Thorne, J. G. 
Purdon, A. G. Wood, A. McLeod, R. 
Francis, E. H. Lavers, M. W. Boyd, E. G. 
Vouillemont, F. W. Lemarchand, J. M. 
|Ringer, EH. G. Low, J, W. Maclellan, W. 

‘H. Macomber, A. E. Hippisley, G. J. 
‘Morrison, 0. Dowdall, F. E. Haskell, P. 
Maclean, D. Weld, &., &. The Rey. 
_W. J. Boone was the officiating clergyman. 
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TRADE. AT THE TREATY PORTS UF 
CHINA; JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1880. 
From the Oustoms Gazette just issued it appears 
that the total revenue for the three months 


ending 80th September, 1880, amounted to| 


4,569,820.4.5.5 Haikwan Taels. The sum in- 


cludes Import, Export, Coast Trade, and | 


Opium duty, and Tonnage and Transit Dues, 
in the following proportions respectively, | 
599,208.4.9.2 ; 3,069,014.1.9 ; 172,669.7.6.8 ; 
539,488.4.1.1 ; 66,644.9.4; and 112,004.4.2.5 
Haikwan Teele. The total increase of revenue 


as compared with the third quarter of 1879, | 


amount to 891,328.0.8.4 Haikwan Taels. All 
the ports, with the exception of Newchwang, 


Tientsin, Chefoo, and. Canton, have con- | 
tributed te. this sa | result. | 
Of the Cotton G t inepeited into New- | 


chwang, Shirtings, T. Cloths, English and 
American. Drills, English and American 
Sheetings, Turkey Reds, Chintzes, Mus- 
lins, and Velveteens shew an increase, 
whilst Lastings and Medium Cloth only among 
Woollen Goods compare favourably with the 
import of last year. With the exception of | 


Copper,. the Metals have declined. Opium, | 


too, shews a considerable decrease. The ex- 
portof Beancake and Beaus has fallen, whilst 
that of Bean Oil, Batley, Medicines, Melon — 
Seeds, Samsliny and Vermicelli has risen. The 
decline in reyenue at Ne: ow hwang for the quar- 
ler under review amounts to more eee 


24,000 Haikwam, Juels, 


There is, moreover, a markind jetreanl in the) 


import of Cotton Goods at Tientsin, Ouly Dutch 
Drills, English and American Jeaus, nd 


have increased, and that only slightly. of Wooly. 


len Goods, Lustres alone fall below the import 
of the same period of last year: Japan Copper 


— Steel are the only metals that shew an im- | 


_ provement. Opiam, with the exception of Per- 
sian, has considerably declined. As regards” 


_coal,9,726tons were imported against 5,208 tons : 
in 1879; whilst among exports 5,106 piculs of . 


| plouls. 


Straw Braid compare favourably with 1,868 


the value of 10,949 Haikwan Tacls were export- 
| ed during the three months, as compared with 


-piculs iti 1877, 2,581 piculs in 1878, and 2,551 
piculs in 1879. The export of Camel’s Woot | 
shews a considerable increase and Curiosities to | 


At Chefoo, Shirtings have declined con- | 
siderably as compared with 1879. Of the | 
other Cotton Goods, T-Uloths, Sheetings, | 
‘TLurkey....Reds,..Muslins,.. Velvets, Handker- 
‘chiefs, Ootton Yarn, and Thread have in- 
creased. Camlets and Lustres shew a 
| decrease, whilst Spanish Stripes and Russian | 
Cloth have increased. The import of Iron, | 
with the exception of Old Iron, has declined. ,/ 
Lead aud Steel has also fallen. Malwa and Be. | 
nares Opium have shown a lower tendency, 
especially the former, but Patna and Per- 
sian have increased. The export of Beaus, 
Beancake and Beau Oil has decreased ap 
Chefoo. . Waste Silk has increased consid- 
erably; 1,059 - picnls were exported as 
compared with 45, 88, aud 66 piculs in 1877, 

1878, aud -1879 respectively. Straw Braid 
shews au enormous increase; 4,891 piculs 
of Mottled, and 4,847 of White were exported 
during the quarter against $8,845 piculs 
of both kinds in September quarter 1879. 
_Nermicelli has also improved considerably. 
The decrease of revenue at Chefoo for the 
‘quarter amounts to 19,084.2.1.9 Haikwan 
Taels. 

There is nothing but prosperity to chro- 
nicle with regard to Ichang. The increase 
in Imports as compared with last year 
is enormous, and with a few insignificant 
exceptions the exports have also increased. 
The increase in revenue amounts to more than 
18,000 Haikwan Taels, 

At Havkow the import of cotton goods 
has improved ; Brocades, Damasks, and Hand- 
kerchiefs being the ouly exceptions. Wool- 
len Goods, except Cloth and Long Ells 
also shew an increase. Quicksilver is the 
only metal which has declined as com- 
pared with last year. The import of Nail- 
rod-iron has considerably augmented. Malwa, 
Patna, and Benares have fallen below the im- 
port of 1879, whilst Persian slightly exceeds it. 
Raw Cotton shews an enormous increase, 


-| During September quarter 1879, 8,958 piculs 


were imported, but during the present year 
the net import rescho, more than 20,000 


With regard to exports from Haukow, | 
| it is worth noting that 290 piculs of Szechuen | 
Opium were exported against 16 piculs in 
1879. The total rise iu the Revenue at this 
port amounts to more than 70,000 Haikwan 
Taels. The import of Cotton and Woollen 


Goods at Kiukiang has increased; whilst 


Malwa and Patna have risen, and Persian has 
declined from 68 piculs in 1879 to 42 piculs 


-Haikwan Taels 3,608 in 1879, The total }- 
decreare of revenue at Tientsin amounts to | 


15,887.4,1.8 “a 


during the present year. Raw Cotton seems 
to be in great demand; 8,748 piculs were 


‘{mported against 72 piculs iu 1877 ; 989 piculs. 


in 1878, and nil in 1879. The export of 


Tea for the quarter has been steady. The 
total export of Tea for September quarter 
amounted to 80,046 piculs against 80,596 
piouls in 1879. ‘Tho increase in revenue | 


at this port as compared with last year 
ee ae See. 


Pom: ee With the deuvition of American J eans, Eng. 
Vee aeons on OF inks Shectigs, and Velvets, the import-of Cot- 
' ton goods into Wuliu shews a decline compared 

yj With 1879. Woollens have been very steady ; 

) Nail rod iron and steel lave slightly improved. 

~~ | There is very little difference in the import of 

| +) Opium; about 800 piculs were landed at 

» | Wahu, during September quarter, and a like 

©) ) amount in 1879. ‘Twice the quantity of Rice 

in 4 was imported this year compared with 1879. 


pes J Cotton and Ww sella ‘Goods have been steady | 
| at Chinkiang ; the import of Nail Rod and Bar | 
>| iron and Lead has inereased, The net import 
ie |) of Malwa.was 1,867 piculs, of Patua 180 piculs, 
~ |} of Benares 441 piculs, and of Persian 148 
/ | piculs. There is an enormous increase in the 
| export of Dried Lily Flowers and Rice, and a 
~~ decrease in Wheat, The increase in revenue 
x on for the quarter amounts to nearly 18,000 Hai- 
__.} kwan Taels. 
| The revenue collectéd at Shanghai dur- 
ing the three months from July to Sep- 
sitember of the present year amounts _ to 
1 1,108,172.7.1.8 Haikwan Taels, being an in- 
| crease over the previous year of more than 
| 164,000 ‘Taels. This increase consists of 
"| Import, Export, Coast, Trade, and Opium 
Duty. Tonnage aud Transit Dues, however, 
have declined. 
: The import of Cotton and Woolleu Goods at 
1 Ningpo has slightly fallen off; all ‘the Metals 
shew an increase except Bir Iron. There is 
also a decline in Opium of all sorts. Kero- 
pone Fi a to the amouut of 144,600 gallons was 
orted’ ags just ; 108, 610 gallous last year. 
exports 10,835 piculs of Raw | 
‘favourably with 1,815 picals | 
9 86,881 piculs of Green Tea 
with 74,499 tie Jast year. The in- 
crease-in revenue at Ningpo for the quarter 
amounts to more than 84,000 Haikwan Taels” 
as compared with 1879. Wénchow ravkg 
lowest in point of trade: only 2,466 Haikwaa 
Taels were cullected as revenue during the 
_quarter. The four ports opened in 1877 now 
rank in the following order :—Wuhu, with a re- | 
venue of 18,846; PaklLoi, with 25,985; Ichang, | 
with 22,324; and Wéuchow with 2,466 Hai-— 
kwan Taels. During the same three months 
of last year, however only 881 Taels were col- 
lected at Wénchow. i 
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TRADE A? THE TREATY PORTIS 
“EMBER, 1889. 


. Pérte for the same period. 


"At Foochow the import of Cotton goods has | 
slightly declined, more especially of Shirtings, 


English and American Drills, Ohintzes, Turkey 
Reds, and Hankerchiefs. Among Woollen 


goods, Blankets have fallen from 1,210 pairs | 
imported in 1879 to 316 pairs. Cloths, | 
have also | 
decreased ; whilst English Oamlets, Lustres 


Lasting, and Spanish Stripes 
and Orleans, and Woollen and Cotton Mixtures 
show.a slight increase. With the exception of 
Nail-rod and Bar Iron the other metals show a 


rise; 501 piculs Malwa and 140 piculs Persian | 
485 piculs Malwa and | 
Patna | 


Jast year. 
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ait by Ox pe OF Native 
, sundries the import of Tea Mats has risen 
from 809,150 pieces in 1879, to 1,009,390 
pieces in 1880, With regard to Tea the export 
amounted to 411,882 piculs as compared with 
(298,490 “| 
‘Ported in 1877, 1878 and 1879 respectively. 
The total revenue collected at Foochow forthe 
"three months amouuted to 1,068,255 Haikwan 
Taels, being an increase of more than 100,000 


_ Taels. The Transit Dues have fal 
6,000 Taelo. ve fallen by about 


Tron has risen about 500 piculs, whilst Lead 
has fallen by almost the 


$47,998 ; and 885,577" piculs ox. 


| 1878 and 1879 respectively to 8,159 Haikwan 
| Taels in 1880, Total increase in revenue at | 
| the port of Amoy amounts to 16,062 Haikwan 


At Tamsui Grey Shirtings, T.-Cloths, and. 
goods have declined. The import of Nail-rod_ 


ee! EM « ) 
ings from 880 to 1,600 pieces. T\-Oloths an 
Turkey Reds also shew a considerable rise. Of 


| Woollen goods English Oamlets only have a 


large increase. The quantity of Nail-rod iron 

imported in 1880 amounted to 800 piculs. 
against 32 piculs in 1879 and one picul in 1878. | 
Opium has been very steady. The following - 


| figures give the net import of all kinds of opium 
jinto Takow during the September quarter in 
| each of the three years 1878-80: Benares 290, 


301 and 294 piculs ; Patna 4, 19, and 18 picals ; 
Persian 85, 185, and 218 piculs ; Tarkey 1, 25, | 
and nil. The export of Brown and White | 
Sugar has increased considerably; 125, 450) 


| piculs of Brown and 23,686 piculs of White | 


were exported during the present year against | 
54,442 piculs of the former and 18,697 piculs 
of the latter in 1879. The total increase in 
reventé at this port amounts to nearly 18,000 


| Haikwan Taels. . 


With exception of Cotton Yarn and Damasks | 


| the net import of Cotton goods into Amoy | 
| has fullen considerably below the import of last | 


year. Lastings, Spanish Stripes, and Woollen | 
and Cotton Mixtures have increased, whilst 
Camlets have declined. The net import of | 
Benares, Patna, and Persian exceeds that of 
1879. Four piculs of Turkey were also im- 
ported. The export of Hemp bags, Sacking, 
and Fibre, Brown aud White Sugar aud Sugar 
Candy, Congou, Oolong, aud Souchong, pre- 
pared Tobacco and Vermicelli has increased. 
The revenue derived from Transit Dues has 
risen from 1,668 and 2,114 Haikwan Taels in 


Taels, 

Of Cotton goods, Drills only show a decline | 
at Swatow ; the import of English Camlets, Spa- | 
nish Stripes, Long Ells, and Cotton and Wool- 
len mixtures have iu , Whilst Dutch Cam- | 
lets and Lastings have declined. There is an 
increase in Nail-rod and Bar Iron and iu Lead, 
and a considerable inerease in Tiu as compared 
with last year. With regard to Opium 1088 
piculs of Malwa and 729 piculs of Patna were 
imported against 950 pivuls of the former and 
656 piculs of the latter in 1879. Benares and 
Parsian have declined by 816 and 22 piculs 
respectively. ‘The import of Beancake has de. 
clined ; but Beans, Raw Cotton, Hemp, Rice, 


| Vermicelli, and Wheat have increased. There 
| is an enormous increase in the export of Sugar : 
65,481 piculs of Brown and 10,700 piculs of 


White against 2,209 piculs of the former and 
3,909 piculs of the latter in 1879. ‘These latter 
figures refer to the quantity exported to Foreign 
Countries only. The export to Chinese 
Ports was 195,299 piculs of Brown and 182,954 


piculs of White sugar, being an increase of more 


| than 56,000 piculs over the export of 1879. 
| The total increase of revenue at Swatow for 


@ months as compared with same period 
ft last year amounts to more than 12,000 
' ‘ , ‘ ‘ 


— 


The revenue of Oanton has, as we have 


| already stated, declined. This decrease amounts 


to about 43,000 Haikwan Taels, and consists 
almost entirely in Import and Export Duty as 
regards Foreign ships. The Coast Trade Duty 
shows and increase over that of 1879. The 


| export of Thrown Silk and Silk Piece Goods 


has increased : ouly 66 piculs of Cocouns were ex- 


| ported against 1,817 piculs in 1879. Fine 
| Raw Silk has declined considerably. Black 
| and Green Tea have both increased, the former 


by 6,000 and the latter by more than 1,000 


| piculs. 


The increase of revenue at Kiungchow 
amount to 744 Haikwan Taels. The import of 
Nail-rod and Old Iron has increased cousider- 
ably at this Port, more especially the former, 
Patna has increased by about 20 piculs, but 


only two piculs of Malwa and two of 


Benares were imported during the three 
months against 12 and 7 in 1879. The export of 
Brown and White Sugar shows an increase of 
about 8,000 and 8,500 piculs respectively. 


We now come to the last port—Pakhoi. As 
already stated, the revenue collected at this 
port amounts to 25,986 Haikwan Taels against 


14 Haikwan Taels collected in 1879. This 


| 


latter sum was an Export Duty. Twenty-eight 
steamers of a total tonnage of 10,565 tons en- 


tered and cleared at Pakhoi, during the three 


months, and the trade at this port has every 
ptospect of continuing and expanding. 
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_. There are some elaborate statistics covering | 
several pages about Opium. The Import of 
Opium has increased by 11,495 piculs, which | 
is due partly to the failure of the 1879 poppy 
crop in China, and y to the renewed en- 

_ forcement in some places of the Imperial Edict 
: ae yg the cultivation of the popp » which 
to a great extent been abandoned in the 
provinces of Chihli, Shansi, Shensi, Honan, 
and Kweichow. Next to Opium, Cotton Goods 
constitute the most important factor in the 
Import trade, and the Statistical Secretary 
gives a table of their estimated value, which 
1s 64 millions more than in 1878, but not 
‘fauek more than in the first year of the table 


11868 when it was 22,878,056 Taels against 
Haikwan Taels 22,699,670 in 1879. In the 
first six years of this table, 1868/1873, the 
value amounted to 1464 million Taels, against 
in the last six years 116 million Haikwan 
_taels ; however, the quantities have largely in- 
creased. The Import of American Cotton 
fabrics show a steady increase from 274,025 
elie dg da pieces in 1879; in 
Mee hi ish the number of pieces are 11,280,671 
gh -¥ ag Romy _ ‘pieces in 1876 against 12,771,810 in 1879. 
: ‘obacco Leaf, Di showing 
1878 and 1879 in ighai and Hongkong ; it 
is a pity that they sh ta be headed “for six 
month's sightBank bills with Documents on 
London.” There is also a chart showing the 
Lights on the Coast of China, besides a list of 
them and of Buoys and Beacons. The table 
about Population we have referred to before. 
The whole.value of the trade is the highest 
ever reached, Tis, 268,851,215, or 271,219,869 
sterling, and is an increase of 7 per cent over | 
the previous Yoo This of course includes 
the Coast Trade, deducting that, the 


purely —— Trade is estimated at 155 
millions Haikwan Taels, the largest ever 
known. In 1865, the Foi Trade was 110 
millions ; it steadily increased with fluctuations 
en it was valued st 161 ions 


increase of about 16 un 

is chiefly due to the Im; trade, in which it 

amounted to 11,000,000. The increase of 5 
lions in the Export 


roximate fairly to the 
articles, and it is known 
Silk is not so lucrative 


Reports on Trape at tue Treaty Ports ror 
ss que Year 1879. Issue by the Statistical 
'  _ Department of I, M. Customs. 


ee 


( Second Notice. ) 


A noteworthy feature of both the Import 
and Export trade isthe inerease in “Sundries,” 
which include a large variety of articles, insig- 
nificant individually, contributing a fair per- 
cen to the total; thus in 1875, the Export 
of ‘ Sundries " amounted to 8.29 per eent of 
the total, whilst in 1879 the proportion had 
increased to’ 11.80 per cent. Imports of ‘‘ Sun- 
dries” had simi increased from Tis. 
9,918,028 in 1874 to Tis. 14,004,589 in 1879. 


This is Mr. Nozrzta’s conclusion on the 
whole matter:—: 


‘Tt will be seen that the Foreign trade of 
China has for many years past been steadily 
increasing: new articles of trade have been 
coming forward year BO me and establishing 
themselves in continudus and growing demand. 
A desire, in fact, to take advantage of Western 
arts and sciences is surely, if slowly, gaining 
ground among the Chinese, and with the de- 
velopment of this will come the necessity for 
closer intimacy with the outside world, and a 
consequent appreciation of many ideas and 
appliances hitherto regarded with indifference 
or contempt.. Many new articles have yet to 
be added to the list of Foreign Imports; and 
Foreign machinery will in time to come enable 
the Ohinese to take greater advantage of the 
resources of their coun 
its available wealth. The establishment of 
Legations and Consulates abroad, by affording 
to those best qualified to judge, opportunities 
of knowing what room there éxists for improve- 
ment at home, will in due time bear abund- 
ant fruit. In short, every incident which 
tends to draw China nearer towards the comity 
of nations will not fail to exert a favourable 


influence on her Foreign trade, and such in- | 


cidents will be neither few nor far between as 
time wears on and a better knowledge of each 
other grows up between Natives and Foreign- 
ers. A study of the present and past would 
thus stimulate hope for the future. Higher 
results yet remain to be achieved, and every- 
thing seems to augur that the year 1879, re- 
plete as it may have been with unprecedented 
commercial prosperity; will but mark a stage 
in the onward progress of the trade between 
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of the exter 
supplied from it. Goc 
kwan Taels 8,250,408 were sent inland under 
transit ag leaving .but Haikwan Taels 
728,698 for local consumption. A more libe- 


sé. 
to the value of Hai- 


gives a map range of country 


ral interpretation of the privilege of the pass 


pr been eae the Customs Fontes agate 

at Chinkiang tha sinological Consuls, an 

———e i Reso on the subject as 
ws 


and thus increase 


With regard to our Transit trade inwards, 
again, little doubt remains that Chinkiang 
would never even have attained the 
importance due to it but for the much-malig- 
or and so-called indiscriminate sale by 
Foreigners to Chinese of Transit Passes for 
conveyance of Foreign goods inland—trans- 
actions where the Foreign merchant had no | 
‘direct interest in the goods fyrther than that _ 
he procured the requisite Passes for the Chin- 
ese owners, who, under the old interpretation 
of the Treaty rule, were denied the privilege of 
procuring such Passes themselves. Such trans- | 
actions were consequently viewed from the out- | 
set with disfavour, but not quite justly so, I | 
think, even in the interest of the Chinese Gov- | 
ernment itself, For it might well be said of 
them that they in reality merely tended to 
| prove, what was eventually also conceded, the 
utter fallacy of the interpretation originally 
‘given to the Treaty rule in question; thus 
they helped to bring about that more logical 
rendering of the rule which has since been in 
due course also confirmed by the Chinese 
high authorities, to the effect that it is not the 
Foreign ownership of the goods, but their 
| Foreign origin and manufacture, which sub- 
‘| stantiate their right to be conveyed inland 
under Transit Passes. While the impulse 
naturally given thereby to that branch of our 
trade, and its consequent increase, would in 
themselves seein satisfactory enough, it never- 
theless remains a subject for surprise that no 
change in the modus operandi itself has been 
likewise induced by the above-mentioned 
concession, and that, as alluded to be- 
fore, with the exception of the China 
Merchants’ Steam Navigation Co., all Chin- 
ese merchants have abstained from availing 
themselves of it, and adhere to tlie old practice 
‘of paying a small commission to Foreigners 
as their OCustonis ts, so to say, for procur- 
ing the required Transit Passes from this of. 
fice. This is the way in which during last 
| year our Transit trade inwards has as a rule 
been conducted, and this, while not quite com- 
prehensible in itself, will nevertheless in some 
| degree serve to explain why exactions levied 
by certain inland tax stations on goods cover- 
ed by Transit Passes, though from time to 
| time complained against, .liave at any rate 
been endured. Conversely, and this is more 
|| important, it may be therefrom concluded that 
| it is in this entire absence for the time being 
of any decided interest on the part of Foreign 
| merchants, as required by the terms of the 
| Treaty rule under consideration, in the goods 
|| which are brought from the interior under 
| Transit Passes, that the explanation must also 
be mainly sought as to why our Transit trade 
outwards, in comparison with that inwards, 
continued so déplorably small, and even de- | 
clined, notwithstanding that some provisional | 
rules for the better regulation of that trade, 
| based. on somewhat broader principles than 
the strict reading of the Treaty admitted, had 
been established here in 1878. These rules 
indeed would seem perlettly framed in this 
respect, that under their provisions, while the 
issue of these (outward) Transit Passes is still 
, confined to Forejgners, the formal declaration | 
/| before the Consul of ownership of the produce | 


to be brought fim the interior is silently 

: ignored: pigg this tion, to’ the disadvant- 
age of the would-be “honest merchant, did, in 

nine case#gul Of ten, as was its only possible 
result, merély lead to wholesale perjury on the 
part of unserupulous pedilars. fo lon thereof, 
and more reasonably, the T emphasis is 
solely laid on the Foreign destination of the 
produce concerned. And further, with regard | 


vation of export abroad, on payment (2) of an 
extra duty if conveyed to and sold at another 
Treaty Port, and (2) of au extra amount, equal 
to two and a half times the Tariff Duty, if sold 
here for local consumption. Yet, as has been 
shown, no sufficiently satisfactory impulse has 
been given by these rules to that branch of our 
trade. Possibly, as $$me merchants hold, were 
the same rules put in for 
matters in that respe 


policy of. the Government, ancient traditions, 
with all the vested mterests involved in their 
train, have to be upheld and protected, they 
wield a power which even the highest and 
most enlightened: offigials dare not roughly 
ignore. Consequenti 
well be called a thost favourable concurrence 
of circumstances, the sanction of the provincial 
authorities was seour@@® to the ‘“ Provisional 
Rules for the Issue @md Surrender of Transit 
Passes (Outwards) at Me Port of Chinkiang,” 
rules failed to gain all the 
the fulfilment of their ob- 
48 they infringed by their 
| vital interests (no 
vedly questionable their 
justice) 1 reétions mentioned above, 
these had to be get by any plausible 
means within reach; and so I might with 
much reason add that until all inland taxation 
—although this may prove a Herculean task— 
be severed from the provincial, and, return for 
a proper quid pro quo, transferred to the direct 
control of the Imperial Exchequer, under a 
system uniform in its incidence and free from 
distinction of nationality, persons, or owners 
throughout the Empire; it will be idle even to 
speculate on the benefits to be derived by com- 
merce generally from the so much cherished 
scheme of improving inland communication by 
railways or any other improvements of roads 
or highways, to take the place of those at pres- 
ent existing. Tor of the two great hindrances 
to trade, viz., bad roads, and tlre serious want 
of a fairly regulated system of inland taxation, 
the latter would seem to be by far the more 
important bar against a satisfactorily free 
interchange of the country’s own produce. 
But it is an unimpeachable truism that “ great 
events from little causes spring,’ and thus. 
our provisional rules for the issue and surren- 
der of Transit Passes, though for the time 
being not fully satisfactory in their working and 
results, may nevertheless prove of inestimable 
value in the end.” 


At Hankow too, Mr. Commissioner Wurrz 
says :—‘' For many — the transit pass 
7 wee a dead letter ices eh ‘ be 
though Foreigners possessed the undou 
right of sending goo 
half the Import Tariff rate, so many obstruc- 
tions met them at : ver, | turn—on the part of 
the local officials ignorant of Treaty obliga- 
tions, and having only in mind the necessi 
(to them) of levying a tax on whatever pas 
under their hands—that they were for a time 


conquered, and for the sake of saving trouble | 


and delay in business, adopted the alternative 
of paying taxes en route, as a temporary mea- 
until a better administration should 
_ The whole aspect of affairs is now 


ee at all the other ports, | 
ect would improve ; but I | 
seriously doubt this So long as, in the fiscal | 


: 
: 


, although, by what may | 


ds inland on payment of | 


| traders, and those with whom they trade. 


changed. There are no longer delays and 
obstructions to be complained of, and Seotlon 
goods, relieved of all burddns and restrictions, 
find their way to the chief inland marts in 
yearly increasing quantities—at rates, too, with- 
in reach of the masses, and at the same time 
remunerative to importers.” In another place 
Mr. Waurre says the payment of half Tariff 
Duty “enables the importer to lay his goods 
down at any inland mart at a much reduced 
cost, cheapens the article to the consumer—a 
most important consideration---and leaves a 
liberal margin for profit. Were it not, 
however, that the Transit Pass system has 
become better understood, and been more 
generally adopted during the year under 


bable .that the» general rise in 
le fabrics would have caused 

mee satisfactory result.” 
y COMMEabe more satisfactory ; here 
‘Gndisguised satisfaction of the 
Commissioners at seeing the Tanff they were 
appointed to carry out ,working well for every- 
body, but our P will recollect that the 
prosperity of British trade excited the indigua- 
tion of the sinological British Consul at Han- 
kow, who, his brains, puzzled and muddled by 
the intricacies of Buddhism, had got into his 
head that his duty was to protect the Man- 
darin squeezes from the rapacity of oe 
0 
we suppose the trade Report from Hankow for 
1880 will tella differenttale. The satisfactory 


result alluded to above was to British Piece 
Goods. 


Here is an instance of how completely the 


| option of the British Merchant to pay the na- 


tive duties, or the half duty is ignored. Mr. 
Huser at Swatow says :—‘“ There is no transit 
trade carried on here by Foreign Merchants, 


and as long as the Inland Daties remain as 


moderate as at present-—t.e. below the half-duty 


 tariff,—it appears advisable not to insist upon 


the establishment of the/Transit Pass system.” 


| Of course not, because the foreign merchant 
| can pay the native duties. In point of fact, 


he leaves it to the native merchants altogether 
when the duties are below the half tariff duty. 
Nothing can be clearer from these Reports 


than that foreign trade with China is capable 


of enormous expansion through the proper 


observance of the half transit duty system 


stipulated for by Lord Exain. We have fixed 


| the blame of the years of stagnation of trade 


and loss and ruin to British merchants upon 
the policy o {Sir Tuomas Wane and his Consuls. 
That policy has been as disastrous, we believe, 


to the welfare of the Chinese as to that of 


British-interests in China, and is a melancholy 
instance of the perverse folly of altruism in 


| polities. 
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the “whe ) n 
It seeuts there wag a Swatow Guild, and a 
combination after alkt) It was not suppc 
‘that the combination Would interfere with 
‘consumption, but with the earnings of foreign- 
ers; the Commissioner makes the following 
/interesting remarks upon the consumption, 
-and the attempts at suppression of opium smok- 
ing by the authorities of this province :— 
‘The demand on thé whole during the year 

was fairly good, with the exception of that for~ 
Malwa, which showed tather a weakness for a 
few months. While, however, the quantity of 
Malwa, as shown above, was less by about 500 
chests than that imported in 1878, this de- 
_ crease was more than made up by the increases 
in the other kinds of opium imported, and thus 
| the combination of the Swatow Guild, which 


during the past year formed the stirving event, 


Issueil by the Statistical 
I. M, Customs. St 


Orrmi—The’ total value of the Opium im- 
ported intd China in, 1879. Hk, , Tis. 
36,536,617, and constituted 44 
whole importitrade as agmines Te. 28; 

in 1874} "the value was 4} millions more than 
last year, bat the proportion 1} per cent less, 
The quantity was 88,050 piculs, a figure, says 


‘Mr Nowranr, never attained before, and he 
continues :— 


PR on por mete din tad gym 


the importation and use of Foreign Opium, 
notwithstanding the conetrrent increase in the 
cultivation of Native Opium, may be said to 
have steadily oye ground; and it is every- 
where stated that, | : 

Chinese anthorities make honest efforts to stop 
the vice of Opium smoking, year by year the 


evil is spreading, and the number of smokers | 


of the pernicious drug imereases.” 
A little further on, however, he remarks :— 


“The net quantity of Foreign Opium imported 
during the year 1879,as shown by our Returns, 
exceeded the importation of the previous year 
by 11,485 pictls. It is probably correct to 
state that, apart from the partial failore of the 
1879 poppy crop in China, the above increase 


t, although im some places the | 


| the charge of breach of Treaty provisions laid 
} and inguired into at the Mixed Conrt at Shang- 
}iai, would not ap 
| any rate perceptibly, ‘with the cozsumption of 
| the drug at this port ; adnd'the prospects'of the | 


pear to have interfered, at 


present year, I am mformed, are\alsd expected 


| to be. brighter, more especially if, as it is 
| rumoured, the © 


Chinese authorities mean to 
energetically prohibit the growth of opium, as 
the smoker will,then have to fall back. entirely 


on the foreign drug for lus supply.. But in | 
such a ate, bats BS. the C ee Govern- | 
Ttnent would hardly stop there, but: would, pro- 
ceed further. and energetically prohibit the 
consumption itself also, “Though as yet without 
perceptible effeet.on thé import of the drug, a, 
beginning in that direétion indeed has been 


is due in. a great) measure to the renewed en- | 
forcement in some places of the Imperial Edict | 
prohibiting the cultivation of the poppy, which, | 
although not everywhere brought strictly to 
bear, its violation being im many cases winked | 
at, has undoubtedly been of late employed with | 
beneficial effect. in the provinces of Chihli, | 
Shansi, Shensi, Honan, and Kweichow, where | allowed to smoke i wa own shops. It hap- 
pears we = Rams has, it he stated, — pened quite recenill hat & party so offending 
o a great extent abandoned. In many parts | was severely punished, besides having his shop 
of Shantung, however, ee, where the Pe i be gd - a ate . , 
-Yamén employés, are inclined to laxity, poppy | | | nin ok elt 
growing is still persisted in, and that in Sze-— At “Hankow,?°Mr ‘Gommissioner ‘Warre 
chwan, where prohibitory measures have, it | reports that: ee. 
would seenf, never been resorted to, little di- | _ “The trade in Opitii hows mereased vitality, 
minution has taken place in Opium production.” pees Ligipe : re Cs poyeed oa 
: ae ,123.63 m and 2,456.38 in . this 
uae anak a . soneg I pon eel | result is to be attmbutec to the recent strict 
piculs, after allowing 8,000 piculs for the local enforcement of AMG prohibition aginst the 
consiitmiption of Hongkong end neighbouring | cultivation of thé poppy in the provinces of 
places, and for export. thence, : | | Shensi, Honan, aid Kweichow, and the conse- | 
sib : ta ae | quent scarcity of native drug on the Hankow 
Mr. Kugixwicnrer says :— | market, which has brought foreign opium again | 
‘‘Chinkiang, among the ports open to Foreign | intd ‘active’ demiand, and reinstated it in its | 
trade, is shown to rank first after Shanghai previous position a§ one of the most important | 
with regard to its Opium trade. The quantity , ‘ 
reached last year is the largest since the open- 
ing of t epost. avid the yption of 1875, 


made some time since by the Government of | 
the two Kigng provinces, by which all public | 
opium-smoking saloons were ordered to be | 
closed. They have been closed here since the | 
“latter part of 1878, and the prohibition, it | 
_would appear, is most stfictly enforced, in that | 
retail dealers in opium are not themselves even | 


and lucrative articl of Tn port colimerce.” | 
when 11,758 piculs, or 661 piculs more, were 


And of Native Opium, he says :— | 
“The Export trade tas been steadily declin- | 
gars, shipments hav- 
imported, but at a value less by Hk. 7's, 
1,092,715 than that of last year.” 


ing during the last four 5 
‘ing fallen fromPR696;86 ~piculs in 1876 to 
, 120.08 in. 1879... The difference between 1879 
The import of Persian there shows a re- 
| markable increase :— = 
|. “ This is owing to its being skilfully prepared 
lately, so that it-is made to resemble Malwa 


tet 


-and. 1878 ameunig.do..960.78 piculs. The 
prohibition agammahthe cnitivation of the poppy 
which has so tougiim=dormant, has recently 

| been revived and ‘gtrigth enforced in Honan, 

Jin shape and ¢oloai, nnd when mixed with __—_| Kveiehow, ang BGG aid! tie ros is plain 

 aetioe detechion mel ‘cule. rere, 995 | cost of Native is now mearly on a par with 

professional in taste, will pass as Malwa.  In- ‘that of Foreighdrugy @@@% consequently no 

‘deed, as o rule, “Paishns city Rag ae ha | ‘longer ‘pays to export it. The province of 

smoked by’ Piet as anit tn alive pro-_ | Szechwan is still un nehed by any prohibitive 
duce sore throat. ‘It is about Ts. 100 a 120 measures, and continues to supply drug to the 
cheaper than Malwa, and Sis hie ‘peknion alec | Hankow market, but, necessarily, pringipally 
the consumption has sled An Meee an | for —_ consumption. The Shansi and Ho- 
P = , nan dealers have already deserted the port, 

and now go direct to Szechwan for their pur- | 

chases, a significant proof of the changed con- 

ditions of the trade.” | 


At- Newchwang, Mr. Pats, Assistant-in- 
charge reports that the Import of Foreign 
Op ‘3 first in the value of Imports and 

is larger than in any year sinee 1870. The 
trade is entirely in native hands, and is said 
to have been most remunerative to importers. 
This is perhaps the result of successful com- 
binations and taboos, because the great Opium 
houses have closed their branches there. Mr. 
Pato says of Native Opium :— 

“ The unsatisfactory state of the soil for the 
culture of the poppy-—caused «by unusually 
| heavy rains at first, and followed afterwards 
| by too great dryness, at the time the flowers 
_ had formed—resulted in an utter failure of the 
crop. Hence may be mainly attributed the 

great increase in the import of Foreign drug. 
Another reason that may be given for this in- 
crease is, | imagine, that the profitable rates 
ruling for Opium in this market caused Native 
merchants to have the payments for Exports 
made in Opium in preference to Piece Goods.” 

Mr, Hosson at Amoy says :— 

* Native Orrum. —Information as to the actual 
yield of the poppy fields in what may be styled 
the Amoy district te. in regions adjacent to 
the port, and which draw the bulk of their 
other supplies hence—is difficult to arrive at; 
but investigations recently instituted in the 
interior go to prove that poppy culture has 
received attention for over 30 years, seed in 
the first instance having been procured from 
Singapore. The ¢ulture has been largely ex- 
tended during the last few seasons, until 
$800,000 is now spoken of as about the value 
of the annual supply of native drug. The 
mode of cultivating the poppy plant and col- 

lecting and manipulating the juice is similar 
to that obtaining in the other producing dis- 
tricts in China, particulars as to which have 
on more occasions than one been furnished in 
previous Trade Reports. The Amoy drug 
when ready for use is of @ decidedly inferior 
quality, and is distributed through interior 
markets and the seaboard towns lying imme- 
diately north of the port, but little, if any, 
finding its way heré, @ principal producing 
places are situated within an area of some 
85 li round Kanlanling, in Tunggan-hsien, no 
less than 302 villages being enumerated, the 
arable land in the vieinity of which, to the ex- 
tent of from one-half to one-tenth, is, it is 
asserted, annually under poppy culture. The 
inhabitants of these village are members of 
powerful clans, and are spoken of as turbulent 
in disposition, And apt to resent any interfer- 
ence with their proceedings. Hence it is 
argued that prohibitions against poppy culture 


have proved futile, but it is greatly to be feared 
pe reality, here, as elsewhere pro 
are yor oa ag at by petty officials and | 
j their underlings, in con tion of the bribes | 
Ahey receive, and that no real repressive mea- 
\ sures have ever eon anliie bo . 
\ the profit ing from poppy cultivation, 
eudgres obeeeved t that the yield of @ poppy | 
patch measuring 70 feet square is estimated to 
realize from $8 to $12, according to the nature 
of the soil and) the care taken in tending the | 
plants and manipulating the juice collected; 
whereas the\same ared “of land cropped with 
Ground-nut _or Sweet 1 yator peed 
+ AA r nec prod f 


t 
ss 
au 5 worth of 
» i pte 33 iT hee au # 
: ae 
es 


. 

* vt ’ 
om a 2 i, 
i ¢ 4 ¥ we 
a ite a a its hei ey 
=. ‘ < 9am " - . 
“and but 3 


; 
‘I - 

be th wf pips pc Sie . ee? vial ; ‘ham ‘ 

wet, ea eis Ss: Ge aa — ae 


REVI 
BRE 2%~O-*IyA4 
Reports ON Teape AT ‘THE. 
THE Year 1879. ioe by the Statistica 


The description of Imper next in import- 
ance to Opium is 


Corron Pasnics. 


Of these Cotton Piece Gods (including appar- 
ently Cotton Yarn) were ialued in 4879 at ‘I'ls. 
22,599,679, the equivalem® of 27.48 of the total 
imports. This is the nefamport after deduct- 
ing some four million nels worth of re-exports. 
This value is larger 4 ue yer before, but the 
proportion to dl hole import trade was 
smaller than in 1874-70e0 The net quantity 
was 13 million 8 @n@.188,058 piculs of 

. Uae of fal: able on page 24 
gives the net import « ‘Of edb port of each kind. 
The largest ounna ‘is Of ‘course Tientsin, 
then Hankow, Chefoo and’ SWatow. Yarns are 
principally ¢omsamed gn the South, Swatow 
heading the Tanks by. fir, Canton next, Amoy 
next, aud Chefod™being the guly equsiderable 

consumer in the North, On this subject Mr. 
” Hueuxs, Commissioner at Chefoo writes :— 


“Corton Yarn, of which only 1,622 piculs 
were imported in 1874, has in five years at- 


tained to the large*ffaport of 10/021 piculs, or 
about the equivaleiit of 167,000 pieces of Cot- 


Writing on. this’ 


ton Cloth when woven. 


staple in 1866,. when its. import was nil, a 
merch of Chefoo states, “ There are more 
than 4,000,000 pounds of Cotton goods woven 
by the natives (of Shautung) each year, and 
consequently the opening for a trade in yarn 


at this port is great,” a predi 


been fully verified. Native Raw Cotton and 


Nankeens may be fitly considered here, The 
former appears as an import of 6,647 
representing, say, 110,000 pieces of 


The latter as an im 
say, 5,400 pieces of 

The to 
to nearly three million pieces and have nearly 
restored the average of three years, having 
almost redressed the loss experienced during 
the famine years. Commissioner Derrine plun- 


maitinfactures.” 


ges into the controversy American v. English 


Drills, and makes the following remarks. 


‘‘In 1879, finally, although English Drills | 


imported rose again to 146,750 pieces, Dutch 
Drills retaining about stationary with 88,890 
pieces, the importation of American Drills for 
the first time rose ag so important & quantity 
as 259,380 pieces: ‘The latter figure signifies 
i decided nictory of the. American tills over 


stter fabric of the American 

nese consumers, hotwith- 

| andi the her price thereof, have learnt 

to appre and give preference to. The fact 

hat impottant Cotton Goods market of 

erican Drills will probably 

otion among the Lancashire 

willowners, and if it og ae not, it certainly ought 
to call for. Ppelt. sorions attention.” : 

| Mr. | er J. H. Haar at Shanghai 

gives these useful tables of the Tmport of Drills, 


Jeans and Sheetings : — Se bel 


ction. that has 


iculs, | 
tton | 
manufactures, and as an export of 135 piculs. | 
for 826.34 piculs, or 


importation at Tientsin amounted | 


' 


Tapue 4.—Driise axp Jeane. 


ENGLIsn, AMERICAN. 


; OR he nee. eA ma a os OO ae cp AE rel ae Sane 


prils. 


Doren, 


ARO ame crepe pe Ap wr gerncrtngen ns 


Jeans. 


. | Pieces. 


Jeans. , Drills. | Jeans. 
Pisces, Pieces. | Pieces. | Pleces. 


125,811 9,001! 98.970 88,060 
204,340 | | 97,590 
26,870 
9,740 


And they’ are worth the attention of Englieh 
manufacturers. The class of goods, however, 
are very different, as no doubt those enter- 
prising men is perfectly well aware, and 
if is a Very questionable proposition to say 


_ that the one is supplanting the other. 


| Milden, and this is what Mr. 


Of course something has to be said about 
Harr at Shang- 


hai has to say :— 


La Ape tte ae NR EN a I 


“Tt is satisfactory to note that the appear- 
ance of mildew in KEnglish-made textiles was | 
but of rare occurrence, and that the import of | 
sized goods during the year has been on a much | 
less scale than formerly, However, owing to | 
the relative cheapness of these goods, there | 
will always be a certain demand for them by | 
those who are unable to pay the price for the | 


better quality of manufactured fabrics ; but) 


when buying sucli goods, the purciaser, it is | 


| 1,418,778 pieces ; 


| 
| 


| 
| 
’ 


right’ to say; is aware of their condition and. | 


make up, 80 that the import of sized goods will | 


| vary ip proportion to the purchasing capacity | | 


of the consnmer. There is, however, no fear | 
of thew damaging the demand for English | 
fabrics generally, for only the better class of | 
goods will be purchased when the means of 
the people put tlent within their reacli.” 

and Mr. Wutre remarks :-— 

‘ Durmg the year under review, 2,602,500 
pieces (net) of Cotton Piece Goods were im- 
ported, showing am increase over 1878 ‘of 
620,990 pieces. Shirtings, T-Cloths, and 


| Drills were the principal staples in demand, 


and a large increase is observable in each. 
Grey Shirfings were imported to the extent of 
White Shirtings, 253,997 
pieces ; ‘T’-Cloths, 484,886 pieces ; and Drills, 
_ 283,617 pieces; giving an increase, respec- 
tively, of 499,418 pieces, 102,459 pieces, | 
101,844 pieces, and 109,870 pieces. | | 
These figures prove that the deterioration 
in the quality of some, of the English textile 


| fabrics, so loudly complained of, at. least. does 


| not interfere prejudicially with their sale. 


The 
fact is that the poorer classes of Chinese are 


anxious to buy Foreign Cottons; but they are 


unable to pay the price of the better qualities, 
-and are therefore compelled to dake ihe inferior 


article, which is specially 


manufactured to 


| meet their requirements and. capabilities, and 
which rests entirely on its own merits as such, 
_ without any attempt at concealment.” 


At Ningpo, the trade had been checked by 
_ the competition of Wénchow and the low value 
| of dollars — the currency there. American 
Drills had increased ; they are principally used 
for sails. At Swatow owing to abundant 


| crops, and the low price of Beancake and other 


| 


ipnure, sere was an active demand for Cottons, 
By the low prices ruling. Of White 
fr. HesER relutes :— 


Native Cloth were exported 
that amount, or 60,816, will consequently re- 
present the number of pieces of White Shirt. 
ings re-exported after having been dyed. On 
the other liand, the total import of White 
Shirtings amounts only to 169,214 pieces; we 
see then that about 35 per cent, of the White 
Shirtings imported in 1879 were afterwards 
re-exported as Native Cloth. 

In the previous year the a roportion had 
been greater still 1 most to 50 per 
count ‘Table No. 4 of the ppendix shows— 
1°, the total import of White Shirtings since 


1872, the year in which, after being dyed, 


they began to appear in our statistics as an 
artiele of export under the denomination of 
Native Cloth ; 2°, the total export of that, so- 
called Native Cloth i in piculs and in pieves of 
original. length and width; and 8°, the net 
import of White Shirtings. The different 
duties levied on that article—1°, Import 
Duty.as. White Shirtings; 2°, Export Duty 
as Native Cloth; and 8°, Coast Trade Duty 
as Native Cloth— are considerable more heavy 
_than the Import Duty leviedon Foreign Dyed 
Shirtings; and I understand that in order 


to avoid the difference between the two duties, 


some dyeing establishments have been started 
last year.at. H , while the White 
| Shirtings are dyed by same process and 
_ sent afterwards of the northern markets. This 
would. account for the falling off in our ex- 
portation of that a@-mative Cloth from 
4,500 piculs in 1878 to 8,9 piculs i in 1879. 
| However, the attention. f the high author- 
ities has been’ called 7, the disadvaiitage 


at which the Chaochow-fu “dyeing industry is 


thus placed, and it inde be ioped that some 
measures will be adopted to equalize the duties 
before long. 

- Of the White Shirtings imported at Swatow, 
a very small quantity only is heavily-sized 
with chalk, starch, ani 6 containing 
some instances as much as 5 per cent, of adult- 
erating material ; but the fact that it is used 
almost exclusively for mourning dresses or for 
clothing the dead shows that the natives are 
not degeived asa rule up 


m the quality. They 
want the very ch 


est ‘material, ast is to be 
used only! once, and they are given the worth 
of their money. — The other kinds of White 
Shirtings are generally 
tefated, but in a mué 
the dealers in: Cotton Piece Goods are well 
aware of it. fay uct, th 
for about 1 per ¢ ent of 
DO t are dyed, either for ex- 
portation or for log sh consumption, and, as a 
matter of sential ri ip tbe dyeing the process 
all the adultera pod: terial is washed out and 
replaced by the dye.” 


And of native aoa igi “Cloths he says :— 
* The Cloth . 


nanufactu by Chinese with 
_Foreigi Yarn is more ‘expensive but also more 
dutablée than the Foreign Shirtings, and when 
they can afford to pay the price the Chinese 
prefer it. to the Foreign article. This was the 
i : year under review.” mg 


We do not notice anything else remarkable 
under this he 


eighteen times : 


y more or less adul-— 
Jess proportion, and 


cannot iguore it, | 


“This last article is particularly well adapt- 
ed 40 receive the Chaochow indigo dye, which 


| enjoys so much favour all through China, 
( owing to its brilliancy and solidity. 


For the 
sake of convenig¢nee, each piece of White 
Shirtings is cut up into eight or nine small 


_ pieces, just sufficient for a man or woman's 
outer coat, and then dyed blue; 
not altered, but eaeh-piece is folded triple 


the width is 


(lengthwise), 80 as to appear as nearly tlie 
same width as the ordinary “Native Cloth,” 
under. which denowination they are exported 
to Shanghai and other northern Chinese ports, 


| being charged an Export Duty of Hk.1ls. 1.5 
' per pieul. 


A pict of that so-called Native 
Cloth corresponds on an average to 18 original 
pieces of White Shirtings 40 yards long by 36 
inches wide, and as there is no other Native 
Cloth exported from Swatow, we may easily 


find out by referring to the statistics of trade 
the quantity of White Shirtings re-exported | 


each year after having received tlhe Chaochow- | 


‘fa dye. -In the Phan 1879, 8,962 piculs of | 


“of the White Shirtings 


of iufengghy anikecome ORG Qh A ..7 Fi 
AY iri Meta : icUA 
[n which we find no - portant Increase in valne 
during the last ea six years. ‘The im- 
ports of Iron’ Hel ted: tf 7,749 Piculs, or 
about 48,000 tons, a a large increase 
over any, otber. eM, crease is; nearly 
all inQtinananufac Ed dron.t Nail 
Rod had fallen off tm B02, 
247,844 piculs i 379; I 
from 84,725 to 11 D +2 
31,480; cdg aad, 3 e : 
76,405; Ware and Ma: auf act declined from 
101,022 to 23,239, and Unmanufactured and 
Old inereased ‘27,200 ‘to 267,998. Lead 
showing a considebable® fal off: '178,510 
piculs in 1879, against 296,814 
238,758 iw 877? “At Hankow’ Mi 
attributes the decline im the im port of this 
Metal to the large “<— ~ laid.im where the 


price was low, the year befor ese jby., Mr.. 


I export of be 


Hannen at F Ys 
Quicksilver had i cr a <€( oa fo om 2,365 in 
1878 to 6,657 i in 18 the increase at Han- 
kow was Very marke yavas Reatnly doe to 
the défpand for Sz oat nere the. man 
fackure:: “mifrors, .W are > Mr, Wuirk, 
‘has’ lately assumed § bate 0 Pigeeclnes as & 
branch of calustry: ge , 


ard worth 17 per cont: of tl 
their value has increas@ad in 4 

per cent, but. varied dint Tittdl during the ‘last 
five years. They, Consist of Raw Cotton 
175,585 piculs, € sal ¥ '6,7¢ p-tons,’ ‘Timber 


1, Window ' Glass, 82,456 
boxes, § nie Acid 20,898 piculs, over a 
million” ced Matches, 892, 

of N i 88..wo 


86 thousand 
Colours, aaa Q ri ts va Tana t 
Sugar, Grain, an a. Straits Proc 

Mr. Huaues, 2 

“The «annual ; 
6,000 tons, is oF 
vince, which is it 
curious 
200 milés from CHét0o, Where its cost at the 
mines is owbies ive shill ia ta ton, at Poshan 
and in the neighbotfl 
tant some 70 miles f& 
other Reset” ‘The 


years by 10 


purposes and fo a rao ao tives. Is 
ses and ior sig omo ves. 


is almost inexplica some use is not 
made of this source of wealtlr at a port like 
Chefoo, the summer réndézvous of pe ype 
——— a. Ul ions, the centre, md 


| in 8 ent on snl eta ww} Price 5) 
; > ae a. rts no 


few 


eugene “ seid 


‘tive town an ithe 


of 7 049: gallonsi.4 
10,000 gallons in 1876, and, its eraployment is 


Waire :— ee 

sé ‘T'rade in K . 5 8 ; oA, Be 
“progress duri le year W, 149, 820 
gallons havilt imst> 76,870 
gallons in 1878 and tine ices | in 1877. 
At the port itself it is in t universal use, 
and int ‘ito th i is ae in- 


creasing. : porigny <A apeine hes wer 
would be | Sul lone to t into) “9 a 
the TOR AEE ape of 


but it ele ahi ie 
considerably ehea kind, of, aoe 
Hemp Oi is. 


Oil. ie 
Tea Oil costs e's 0, . 
5.40 per picul, while: <érosone Oil only fetches 
tlésc ras ae most in use at 


Bwever, it that not” 

sy qedt-t pen 

nary” varie -uade W ick, 

‘ing in penerat tise > an ‘ibis rather sur Tis- 
g that, cwitle 1éidhe Mi Absenes: of eopthon 
motmore. {regen hy 

| hat broke out In, one 
i hore : igh fitres if the? Na- 


that d con ges before) ik, CBE 
got un tribute bc the explosion 
clensad’ ‘but thisas stlie Only itistatice, 
I believe, on sor fe up. to the ere 
time. a 

And at Chetoo: Mr. Hupees tells Us 


“< Kerosene” Ott was réceived té the! number 
$ cOhsuinption was nearly 


of the most’ erdwde 


rapidly. erg eer, b well-to-do Chinese, 


pn ‘blige of Bean am found-nut Oil. “The 


Bee we use of @ pe- 

Y 8 vy hich. the Canton: 

| to the occasion, are waking 

exporting in considerable numbers. Sé- 
“el “abipmepts of them. have Rowe SET, 


here,” 


rae Year 1879. Issued by the Statistical 
Department of I, M. Customs. 


(Sith Notice.) 
Continuing our notice of 

Sunpry Imports. 
We resume the subject of Kerosene Oil. At 
Hankow Mr. Watre says in reference to Vege- 
table Tallow that the competition of Kerosene 
Oil had a prejudicial effec 
trade. At Ningpo Mr: Drew says :-— 

‘« 774,000 gallons, with 

Hk. Tis. 109,842... This is nearly 20 


times the import of six years before, and thrice 
the import of the proveding year It is mar- 
vellous how rapidly, with the decreasing cost, 
the use of this ‘* fire oil” has spread, like the 
element from which the Chinese have made it, 
from house to house and from hamlet to ham- 
let, until it is to be found in every little shop 
throughout this entire region, ready to be 
ladled out from the open tins in which it stands 
exposed for sale in the smallest quantities—a 
few cash worth at time. No single article of 
Foreign Import now ts so high an an- 
nual valne in our es, excepting Opium, 
Grey Shirtings, T-Cloth, and Tin. Kerosene 
is preferred by the Chinese, first of all because 
of its cheapness as com with the various 
Oils. ee Peeters a 

thereby enabling the ar- 

his. craft advantageously by 

night, which he could s ly do before. But 
it is to regretted that the Chinese to so large 
and extent content themselves with the cheap 
little cylindrical lamp ®f tin, provided with a 
mere wick-tube of the same material and with- 
out a chimney, instead of using a lamp with a 
ting a perfect combus- 


chimney, aud thus getting 
no offensive swell for 


tion, a better ligh nd no offe: : 
their money. But éven as it is, the tin lamp 
with Kerosene give fess sm@fl and smoke than 
the old a Wiek, jiumer sc age of 
Vegetable Oil. The glass lamp with its burn- 
er of brass and its gla 88 chimney, often very 
brittle, though -¥ety extensively used, is not 
equired to answer to — of the 
inese. Th ire some- 
PUCaVper SBC — sed Aauile. An 
interesting matter, into which Iam unable to 
go at present, is the question of the qualities 
dulteration of Kerosene. Devor's 
favorite brand, but there are 
§ his in Nivgypo, which seems to 


showpir. Mackey writes of it:— 


mservative shops red candles 
wei@lass shades are still seen. 
jealer and huckster are begin- 
Foreign Oil. They have 

y in the balance and 


range by change, they are, as new men, more 
open to innovation and ly adopt what 
common sense shows is the better vehicle of 


pits oO t to .\ ope 
cases tl tea ietene | | 


on the Candle 
a valne of | 


by smoke and dirt as to make it after all no | 
better than thered candle. But sounder views | 
may be expected to prevail in time, and with 


more experience in the use of the Oil.” 


Exports. 


| The Reports are naturally principally _occu- 
| pied under this headi with 


the great staples 
of Tea and Silk, of which the bulk of the ex- 
ports from China consist, and constituted 
85.68 p-r cent of the entire export. In 1875, 


the exports consist of Sugar and a large variety 
of articles -classed as ‘Tonitien which have 
increased in value from Hk. Tis. 5,712,141 in 
1875 to Hk. Tis. 8,164,808 in 1879. Sugar 
was exported to the value of Hk. Tis, 1,609,179 


great pr: a that would be a twice-told tale ; 
mercantile circulars and statistics are available 
to any body who cares to know about them, 
and the season of 1879 in both of them has 
been closed .long ago, and that of 1880 well 
nigh come toan end. We propose therefore 
to make a few extracts about the less known, 
and less worn topic, 


Sunprigs Exports. 
Amongst these an important article is 
Srraw Goons. 


Of these Straw Braid shows an export of 
85,898 piculs, value Tls. 964,280, which is a 
decline of some two hundred piculs on 1879, 
but of late years there has been a large increase 


: 


: 


in the trade. About 60 per cent. goes to 
Great Britain and the remainder to the United 
States. 


oiwng to the demand for England having fallen 
off. 

Respecting these goods Mr. Hucues, of Che- 
foo, gives the following interesting informa- 
tion :-— . 

Thirteen years ago this industry was repre- 


sented by an insignificant export of 1,468 piculs 


’ 


| 


| 


: 
; 
: 


thence it advanced te 27,823.85 piculs in 1878, 
and, owing to general depression of trade in 
England and a wet season here, receded to 
25,901.86 piculs, valued at Hk. Tls. 647,823, 
in 1879. It has become of such importance 
amongst our Exports as to be worthy of more 
than a passing notice. Straw Braid is of 


several kinds—White, Mottled or Speckled, 
Black and White, and Yellow—and is of many 
qualities, which this year varied in value from 
tls. 10 to Tis. 60 per picul for White Plait, 
and from Tis. 10 to Tls. 50 per picul for Mot- 
tled. The daty upon it is 7 mace per picul, 
‘irrespective of its value. White Braid is chief. 


‘ly made at the Laichou, Wuting, and Tai-an | 


prefectures of this province; the finest Braid 
of white colour being made at Malin-to, in the 
Wating prefecture. Mottled or Speckled Braid 
is largely made at Taming-fu and Ichou-fu, in 
the province of Chihli; also at Weich'i-chiao, 
in the province of Honan, whence it comes to 
this port for shipment. That made at Lai- 


chou-fu and the neighbouring villages is most. 
ly of the plain white kind, and varies in quan- 
tity from one-third to one-half, and sometimes 
to two-thirds, of the total export. Smaller 
‘quantities of White Plait are brought from 


es on the Grand Canal in ibli, al- 


they constituted 89.88 per cent. The rest of 


in 1876 and Hk. Tis. 2,228,882 in 1879. We | 
do not propose to enter in analysis of the two 


' 


) 
| 
| 
| 


Of Straw Hats the export has fallen 
from twelve millions to four millions chiefly 


\nougli, perhaps, the bulk of the plait produc. 
ed at those s finds its natural outlet at 
Tientsin, whence 9,216.25 piculs were exported 
in 1878, Some even from places nearer the 
capital is brought by canal and land carriage 
to the = mnaeyt Black sod White, 
Speckled Braid, and one or two “ Fancy” 

terns in White Braid, are also anal in 
those districts, but such classes form only a 
small branch of the trade. The black straw 
used in making Black and White Braid was 
formerly dyed with a Foreign material, and in 
accordance with a receipe common to plait 


dealers in England; but the Chinese produc. 
ers, finding this plan expensive, have, in order | 


to increase their already large profits, general- 
ly adopted a system of thew own of dyeing 
with other materials, the result being the pro- 
duction of an inferior black, the dye from 
which runs into and discolours the white 
straws in the act of ca . This of late has 
brought Black and White Braid into some dis- 
favour in England. The competition amongst 
Foreign buyers renders it title to convince 
the Chinese that if the quality of the plait 
were more reliable, the fluctuations in value 
would be lessened and the business probably 
greatly extended. In the description of plait 
known as “ Mottled,” i.e. White and Yellow 
or Light-brown mixed, the variety of colour is 
produced by the use of the whole length of the 
top joint of the straw, instead of breaking off 
at the junction of the blade or leaf with the 
sheath, as is done if a wh lait is wanted ; 
the part of the stalk beneath the sheath being 
naturally bleached by being hidden from light 
and air. In addition to the foregoing, a small 
quantity of Yellow or Imitation Tuscan Plait 
is produced, but it has hitherto been of too wide 
and of too low a qualit; to suit the home 
markets. This plait is made by working from 
top ge of the evga: and discarding oe 
end, During the past year or so, straw-plaiti 
as an ind why been introd 
into the province of Shansi, and a small quan- 
tity has been brought here from thence. The 
Braid is very fairly made, but 
‘the wide qualities baye preponc 
this has somewhat preventec 


that the exportation of the article lias 
grown into the stately figure of 5,945 piculs, 


Exports to Europe were rather smaller in 1879 


than during the previous year. On the — 
hand, those to America larger. A cor- 
respondent of the 


pence per day ; but strange to say, the English 
plait, at that low cost of production, cannot 
compete in price with the Uhina plait. 

Straw Huts, 22,280 pieces, compare most 
unfavourably with the export of 1877, 162,862 
pieces. These Hats chiefly find their market 
at Hankow ; some few, however, are required 
at Canton, Formerly they were sent to Han- 
kow by canal, then steamers were employed, 
and it is not unlikely that the decrease of the 
last two year has arisen from their having re- 
verted to their old route.” 


And Mr, Derrine, of Tientsin, says :— 


Straw Braid.—This article is gaining im- 
portance year after year. It was first register- 
ed among the Exports in 1869, when 58 piculs, 
valued at Hk.Tis, 1,280, were shipped off. 
Rapidly and steadily increasing, we find 


valued at Hk.7ls. 208,077, in 1877; of 9,216 
piculs, valued at Hk,.7'ls, 822,569, in 1878; 
and 10,978 piculs, valued at Hk.T/s. 884,069, 
in 1879. The growing demand for this article 
brings or keeps a good deal of money in the 
country, its manufacture occupying, especially | 
during the winter season, the hands of thou- 
sands of men, women, and children. | 

“The localities from which Straw Braid is 
chiefly derived are  Hsingchi, Yang-hsin, 


Huanghua-tien, Soochi, Yiitien, in the pro- 


vince of Chihli, and Nanlo, in the province of 
Honan. It is partly bought in these places by 
the agents of Foreign firms in Tientsin, partly 
by indepentent Chinese traders, who bring it 
to and offer it for sale to those dealing in the | 
commodity here. 

The Braid manufactured at and near Hsing- 
chi, and known as Hsingchi Braid, has the 
| reputation of being far superior to any Braid 
elsewhere manufactured; the straw of that 

district being of an exceedingly fine quality, 
and the population, perhaps, more skilled than 
their competing neighbours. | 
_ The different or sizes are marked by 
numbers, usually running from 000 to 10, the 
kind known as No, 000 being the narrowest 
and finest (occasionally the degree of fineness 
run as high as to be marked with six cyphers), 
and the No. 10 kind the widest and coarsest ; 
each intermediate number being a little wider 
and coarser than the preceding one. Thus the 
Hsingchi Braid usually run from No. 000 to 
No. 9, Yanghsin also from No. 000 to No. 9, 
Huanghua-tien from No. 000 to No. 10, Soochi 
from No. 1 to No. 6, Vutien from No. 000 to 
' No. 6, and Nanlo from No. 000 to No. 6. 
_ Lease come from Huanghua-tien and Soochi, 
and most from Nanlo, in Honan, which Braid, 
| however, is also considered to be of the poorest 
quality. 

The trade names given to the different kinds 
are “ White,” ‘ Mottled,” and Black and 

White,”—*' Speelless " being that in which no | 
straw ends are apparent on either side, both | 
obverse and reverse being alike smoothly 


A bale containing 240 bundles of 260 * feet 
Braid each, and weighing about 80 catties, is 
covered with tea mats and an outer covering 
| of straw matting; in this shape it is sent to | 
Foreign countries. 

Undoubtedly a considerable quantity is sent 
| to other places besides New York and London, 
| but where is what the merchants desire to 
keep as quiet as possible, to retain whatever 
| advantages may be derived from opening new 
fields for consumption. By far the greater 
quantity consumed in Europe and America is 
| used in the manufacture of Straw Hats, but no 
inconsiderable amount is made into various 
fancy articles, such as work-baskets, picture 
frames, fancy mats, etc. The article being 
dependent on fashion, no great reliance can be 
placed on the stability of the demand. 

- Some of the coarser qualities of Straw Braid 

are sent to the southern ports by Native mer- 
chants, to be manufactured into Straw Hats, 
worn by Natives; not in sufficient quality, 
however, to attract much attention. 

The Straw Braid sent from China—Chinese 
Straw Plait it is called in the London market 
—compares very favourably with that manu- 
factured in the various countries of Europe, 
which it has now to a great extent supplanted, 
| owing to the much lower price at which it can 
be profitably disposed of. It is unfortunate 
that the tenanciousness with which the Chin- 
ese cling to any mode of procedure that has 
become a time-honoured custom does not ad- 
mit of much improvement being made in the 
quality of the Braid, or of different varieties of 
plaiting being introduced. In fact, the increas- 
ing demand this article has met with since its 
introduction into the European and American 
| markets has had a deteriorating effect on the 
quality of the production, inasmuch as the 
high prices paid for all that was sent into the 
market have proved a temptation, difficult to 
resist, to introduce bad straw, slovenly and 
imperfect plaiting, etc. Thus the unwary 

haser will often find a bundle that is fair 


to behold on the outside, but quite the reverse 
when the core is reached. 


a hme OR ewan et they miner 
ne “ ~~ 


,on Traps at tae TRE | 
ai ‘Yuan 1879. Issued by the Statistical 
Department of I, M. Customs. 


(Seventh Notice.) 
ontinuing our notice of Suxpry Exports, 
| all vethadl that the export of Srraw Brarp 
so far this year according to our own compila- 
tion of the Custom’s Daily Returns is 87,000 
piculs, a larger quantity than ever known 
‘before. Another article respecting which the 


Commissioners gave some interesting informa- | 


tion 18 


Camet’s Woon. 

This article of export is not precisely a new 
one; some kind of business has been going on 
in it for many years; in 1878, the export was 
stimulated by excessive competition to 9515 
piculs, but the result to,operators was disa- 
strous; high prices were Paid, and the goods 
arrived to a depressed marl 
considerable check was given to the trade. 
During the present year, however, business 
seems to have been more promising, since the 
export amounts already, according to our in- 
formation, to 12,000 piculs, ore ; 

Mr. Deramve makes the following interesting 
remarks about it:— 


« Camel’s Wool,—This produce of the Mongo- 


lian plains figures in the Returns published by | 


| 


| 


: 


: 
; 


rket: so in 1879, a 


the Tientsin office for the last three years as 


one of the most prominent and promising items 
of export. “The quantity 


sent away from the 


‘port it 1868 did not amount to more than 809 | 


‘piculs. Glancing over the Return tables of 
| the fcilowint” Stale we find its exportation 
steadily increasing. Already, in 1875, the 
“quantity exported is 4,071 piculs, but the fol- 
| lowing year, loul 
| pave or 9,824 piculs, and, again, in 1877 
‘its exportation amounted to 18,884 piculs, 
valued at Hk. Tis, 86,998. That P cage how- 
‘ever, the quantity thrown on Foreign 
‘markets seems to have been in excess of the 
demand, and to have caused losses to the 


in the two following years | 
exporters. Also in v0 | y, be. 


the exportation considerably decre 
ing 11,592 piculs in 1878, and only 9,802 
piculs in 1879. The article has, however, 
undoubtedly. found a market. Machinery and 
processes Will be invented for making use of it 
in the manufacture of coarser woollen textures, 
and it is thereforé not out of place to make it 
the text of a few farther remarks. | 
Kueihua-chéng is the only regular market for 
Camel's Wool, it being“estimated that nineteen- 
twentieths of all that is brought to Tientsin 
have been d ther 
small proportion being brought at no regular 


one place thus havu 
trade is, perha a 
natural desire 
Wool in one market, whi 
purchasers is tending to procure higher prices. 
Payments for pure 


have been and are st 
said that they hay 
a sufficiently large 


hard-twisted ropes 

meter, but before ie Kx 
re-twisted into large loose cor 
inches in diameter, and wout 


or generally known marts. The reason for 
ing the monopoly of the 
ps, easiest explained by the 
of the Mongols to place their 
et, Where competition among 


archased Wool are generally 
made in hard sycee. Attempts to barter Brick 

is, and a few other articles | 
made, but it is | 


chanced on | 


1876, it is more-than double that | 


there; the remaining | 


The ee is made chiefly on camels | 
t carry Teas from Tientsin on the return | 
but every other available mode of con- 


ied 
. 


veyance is pressed into service when necessary, 
-| as, for instance, duri 


the floods of last au- 
tumn, when boats relieved the carts, mules, 
donkeys, and horses, which in their turn had 
taken the place of the camels, where these 
could proceed no farther. 

When the Wool arrives here it contains all 
sorts of foreign matter, such as sand, dung, 
hair, pieces of old hides, etc. etc., which are 
put in by the wily Mongols to make up for the 
accuracy of scales, and which when removed 
and separated from the Wool, of course cause 
a large decrease in weight. 


| thoroughly clean 


| pressed into bales at Tientsin. 
sible to arrive at a reliable estimate of the 


It is estimated that fully one-fifth of all the 
Camel's Wool exported from Tientsin is as 
as it can be done here. It 
is then pressed into compact bales by steam 
power, covered with gunny bags, and secured 
with iron hoops. Prepared in this manner a 
bale weighs about 800 catties, and is consider- 
ed ready to be shipped to Foreign markets. 
A small proportion of the rest of the Wool ex- 
ported is occasionally cleaned more or less 
throughly, but the bulk is shipped off in the 


condition in which it arrives from Mongolia 
(without any covering, however, and only held 
together by a number of stout cords made of 


Camel’s Wool) to Shanghai, for further mani- 
pulation by the parties who either buy it there 


Or have contracted for it through their agents 


at Tientsin. 

The Export trade in Camel's Wool may be 
safely said to be entirely in the hands of Fo- 
reign merchants, who do not, however, always 
purchase in Mongolia, but also buy consider- 
able quantities from Chinese traders that bring 
it thence to Tientsin. 

It is very difficult to make a reliable estimate 


| of the share taken in direct shipments to For- | 


eign markets by Tientsin merchants, as they | 
very naturally do not wish to give any informa- 
tion on the subject. It would, perhaps, not 
be placing it too high by putting it at the 
above-mentioned one-fifth that is cleaned and 
It is not pos- 


share taken in the trade by Tientsin mer- 
chants, as it is against their interests to make | 
known how much is shipped on joint account 
with outside firms, on commission, or on their 
own account, and merely through the agencies’ 
of Shanghai or European houses.” | 

The principal Foreign markets to which the | 
produce is sent are London and New York. 

Camel's Wool is used in the manufacture of | 
cloths of various textures, and especially such 


as have a heavy nap. Its very soft and fine’ 


fibre allow it to be mixed with Silk to good ad. 


| vantage in making the finer qualities of dress 
goods. I have not been able to ascertain that 


it is used for any other special purpose, al- 
though Mr. Twinem, writing on this subject in 
the Tientsin Reports on Trade for 1874, says :-— 

“In America it is employed in the manufac- 
ture of coarse shawls for the use of the poorer 
classes. In England it is, when mixed with 
the commoner kinds of Sheep’s Wool, made up 
into blankets, and carpets, and coarse cloth.” 

At Tientsin a kind of drugget is made from 
Camel's Wool with a cotton warp. These 


carpets can be made to any size, the designs 


being very simple, and, if not pretty, at least 
strikingly original, consisting usually of a sim- 
ple border and centre ornament on a solid 


_ground. The carpets exported from here to 


the southern ports are small, cheaply made, 
and mostly used for chair and kang cushions. 
A large, thick, and durable carpet for a good- 
sized room can be bought for $40 or less, ac- 
cording to design, size, etc. 

The camels shed their fleeces in spring.* The 
best Wool is obtained from the animals that 
do little or no ir, but are merely kept for 
the sake of the fleece. The Wool of the 
camels used for carrying handise is almost 
always useless on-account of its filthy and 
matted condition. This is especially the case 


| with the fleece of camels carrying coal. 


| * The new wools generally arrive in Shanghai twice 


It is said that the fleece of a full-grown 
camel does not, as a rule, weich more than 6 
eatties.| Taking this as the average yield of 
each camel, the amount of Camels’s Wool ex- 
ported from Tientsin during the year 1879, 
viz., 9,802.58 piculs, would represent the large 
number of 196,052 camels, There being no 
available statistics or reliable information as to 
the number of camels in Mongolia the Wool of 
which might be brought to Tientsin, it is 
difficult to make an estimate of how much 
more Wool is obtainable, or in how far the 
trade is capable of development. Certain it is 
that a great deal of the Wool from districts in 
Mongolia and northern Shansi, the natural 
outlet for which would seem to be Tientsin, is 
now carried overland to Russia, where, I be- 
lieve, it is cleaned in a superior manner, and 
subsequently, to a great extent, placed in the 
London market, where it obtains, owing, one 
would think, tq its greater purity, much higher 

rices than ‘Wool éxported from Tientsin. 

or the furth@®developnfént of the demand for 
and the consequent exportation of Camel's 
Wool by way of Tientsin, it would appear im- 


perative that the merchants interested in the 
trade should find and adopt adequate appliances 
and a more télling modus for freeing the Wool 
before shipment from ovefYthing that is not 
Wool, and what, therefore, only uselessly in- 
| creases the outlay connenten with its transport 


to and mdnipulation i in ie lands. Thus 
a far superior quality of. Wool could probably 


be laid ck 2 in EuropeAat a but slightly in- 
#6, as ble mering in freight would 
the sost of cleaning. } | 

: re'is totally unfit 
for washing the Wool, but surely it would not 
be very difficult to find out the chemicals ap- 
plicable to neutralize the deleterious properties 

of the water and overcome this difficulty. 


+ We differ here with Mr. Derrnixe and believe it to 
be about 8 to 10 catties. 
t The wool when it arrives in Shanghai, and before 
exported, is picked and sorted into two or three quali- 
i then, pata into als ibe ee 
iculs e g is-ge y 
| cies women and girls, — Eid. S. M. 
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Ahem semen to the undertaking, 

with an enumeration of 

the edventa : = ie undertaking :—Ist, the 

low price of cotton ia Ohina, which in an 

wtiaay fer 3 from 9 to 12 Tis. per 

—! org in 2 and agen in 

years, rice cul is at 

ek amen Tis. ; ;ndly, the hea ess 
of labour here, where the of o 

labourersare about 200 to 800 cash a day; whilst 


workmen in other countries must have 
75 cents to a dollar a day; 8rily, the 


| foreign mianufactaures howe no certain market ; 


aud lastly, the foreign goods are subject to ex- 
penses of transport, insuranee premiums, and 
other expenses which the native goods would 
be exempt from, ~ But of course’’ continues 
the report, ‘there are also drawbacks to be 
taken into consideration, namely, the heavy ~ 
cost of the foreign machinery, the expenses of 
its transport hither, aiid the high pay of the 
foreign workmen hired to superintend and work 
the pynengeentiig Nevertheless these disadvan- 
tages are merely temporary ; the advantages on 
the other hand are not only lasting, but will 
go on ee. Moreover, in examining the 
quality of goods manufactured abroad out of 
cotton sent from China, we think it compares 
favourably with that manufactured from 
foreign produce.” 

The managers go on to say that on the 4th 
moon of this year they received instructions 
| from the Imperial Superintendent of Trade, 
| the Viceroy Li, to take the undertaking into 
consideration ; ‘and that, after having made in- 
| vestigation and calculated every item of the 
expenditure required, they have come to the 
following conclusion :—The expenses required 

yearly to work with 400 pieces machinery, 
| excluding the cost of the machinery but includ- 
ing the price of ‘cotton, hire of foreign om- 
ployés, salary of managers, clerks, &c., all taken 
at their highest, will be about Tis. 868 600 year. 
The establishment will. be capable of produc- 
ing 240,000 pieces of piece goods and drills, 
which will bring in about 444,000 Tls., 
supposing the price of these goods to be at the 
lowest average; thus the profit realised yearly 
would be Tis. 75,000, in addition to the interest 

on the capital. 
| The Viceroy, it appears, has approved of the 
| report, beeides adding arescript to the fullow- 
| ing effect, that no one hereafter shall bw allowed 

to set up a separate establishment of the kind. 
| The manager also combate the doubts of 
| those who say that they are robbing the living 
j and business of the poor people, who, the ma- 
nagers, submit both men and women, will find 
better and more constant. employment in the 
establishment, when once it is ned. Al- 
| though this undertaking « with the 
| authorities, the managers promise to free it 
| from all red tapeism and official restraint, 
| There are to be, it appears, 4,000 shares, 
| at Tis, 100 per share, aepeien the, grasgmapent 
| subsidy, two thousand shares havealready been 
| taken up by those connected with the under- 
| taking. 2,000 shares are still 
| to be disposed of, and. the managers hope that 
| theinfluential mandarinsamtd wealtly gentlemen 
| in China will come forward and take them 7 
| The shareholders will first Pay down ee Be 


;PIRIT OF THE NATIVE PRESS. \ 


‘Translated special y for the * Shanghai Cowrier.’’) 
The Shen, Pao publishes a prospectus issued by 
ihe promoters of the Chinese Company for weaving 
sotton goods by machinery, The prospectus first 
ails attention to the fact that food and clothing | 
ure the two absolute necessaries of life, whence | 
i; comes that cotton cloth is of the greatest useful- 
ness and importance. Hitherto, it continues, all 
weaving iu China has been done with hand looms, 
while in European countries machinery is in- 
variably employed, by which the labour is halved | 
and the profits doubled, England, which took the | 
ead originally in this business, has of late years — 
employed a8 many as one hundred and thirty | 
thousand looms of all kinds, America has one | 
hundred and fifty thousand. India, which is fol- | 
lowing in their footsteps, has already more than ten | 
‘housand. The number of looms in existence is | 
steadily and rapidly inoreasing, which plainly 
prooves the profitableness of their nse. The total 
value of the cotton piece goods from all countries 
disposed of in China each year, amounts now-a-days | 
to po less than thirty million taels. The drain on 
\ the wealth of. the country that this must cause | 
caunot but be a source of anxiety to all thoughtful 
| people. China possesses three important ad- 
| vantages, which should enable her to compete with 
foreign countries in weaving by machinery, First, | 
the cost of cotton in China with only a two thirds 
crop is from, nine to twelve taels a pieul ; while in 
America and England, with a full crop, the cost is 
from eleven to seventeen taels. The cost of mate- 
rial therefore is in favour of China by thirty per 
i cent. Secondly, the cost of labour in China is only 
one half of what it is in foreign countries, daily 
wages being only two or three hundred caxh instead 
of seventy five cents oradollar. Thirdly, a factory 
in China can make exactly what kinds of goods are 
in demand at the moment, instead of having to 
make several sorts and ship them off on the 
chance of their being wanted. There is also | 
no expense for freight and marine insurance, | 
|The disadvantages under which the manufac- 
| ture will labour in Onina are extra cost in lay- 
ing down machinery and double pay for foreign- 
ers employed. But tiese will be outwei bed by 
ithe advantages even at the commencement, aud 
will ceage aliugether after a few years. Moreover | 
Chinese cotton has already been sent to England, | 
woven there and then brought back to China, and 
it has proved to be of slightly better quality than 
that grown in other countries. Also, the factories | 
f can be insured, and the amount of capital required, | 
the expenses of working and the quantity of cloth | 
| produced can all be caleulated ; so that the busi- 
| ness will be less hazardous and uncertain than any 
other. In the fourth month of this year, orders were 
received from the Imperial Commissioner and 
Su; erintendent of Trade for the Northern Porta, 
Li Hung-chang, to take the matter into considera- 
tion, Though all the original memoranda on the 
subject showed very plainly that a profit of thirty 
per cent could be expected, it was thought better not 
to accept these, and the most minute and ecarefu] 
calculations were made once more, The old estimates 
for the cost of laying dowa machinery were left as | 
originally made, “It was assumed that the cotton 
used would be supertor medium, and the pi-ce 


goods turned oat would only be inferior medium, |) 


rete. % 


Vhe pay of the f n employés was set down .on | 
the most liberal seale, and the number of workmen | 
and a)preutices fixed as high as possible, Liberal | 
allowaunee was made for duties, fixed interest on | 

Capital, Coat” of pure ) asi ug land and building | 

houses, iusuranee, tmauagemont aud snperin- — 
‘cudence, a detailed statement of all of which will 
« found appended to the prospectus. It was 


‘us calculated that with four huadred looms, | 


ate ti 


or 
4 % 


“ment, the annual expenditure will amount 


to 368,000 taels. These looms will tary 
out 240,000 piecev.of English Grey shirtings 
and T cloths and \American Drills, which 
should sell for 244,000 tacls, This will leave a 


profit of 75,400 tuels, that is to say, nearly twenty 
per cent, or with the addition of the fixed interest 
on capital about twenty eight per cent. The 
Superintendent of Trade has also granted a monopo- 
bly to the Company. Any person hereafter who 
- wishes to enter into the weaving trade, must join the 
Company and not commence on his own account. 
If the business is carried on with proper care, so 
that the out turn increases, and the number of 
foreign employés can be reduced, and general ex- 
penses can be kept down, the number of looms may 
then be increased and a very large profit may be 
hoped for. | 

The objection may be made that the Company 
will rob the common peoble by the taking away the 
work of their wives. But the mischief was done 
long ayo, when foreign cotton goods were first im- 


ported. As the Company will manufacture the 


same kinds of goods as foreigners, it will compete 

with them and not with the native workmen. 
Moreover by employing a large number of work- 
people of both sexes, it will be of great benefit to 
the small traders and artisans of the surrounding 
country. The Superintendent of Tradehas also de- 
termined, that this Company, though official in its 
origin, is to be left altogether to the management of 
mercantile men. Its. prosperity therefore will not 
be endangered by the outward show and pretence 
inseparable from official life. As in the China 
Merchants Company, the shares will be of one 
b butidred taels each, and there will be four thousand 
of them. The capital will thus be 400,000 taels, 
application will be made to the Superintendent of 
Tra le to provide a portion from the public funds. 
, The promoters of the Company will take up half 
the shares. Gentiemen of rank and wealth are 
invited to subscribe for the remainder. Auy num- 
ber of shares can be issued to any one, from one 
upwerds, till the whole number is taken up. If at a 
future time the number of looms is to be inereased 
or more capital is required, public notice. will be 


|) any 
| through, the whole of the fifty per cent. advanced 
| and interest upon it will be repaid to the depositor. 
} Explanatory documents are appended, and the 
| issuers of the prospectus hope that any indistinct- 


given. As soon as the original shares are taken up 
fifty per cent of their value must be paid. The 
money, for which a receipt will be given, will be 
put ont at interest by the Company safe in banks 
which can be safely trusted, sous to be ready for 
purchasing land and paying deposits on the 
machinery. When the machinery is about to 
arrive, the remaining fifty per cent. of the capital 
must be paid up, upou whieh the shares will at 
once he issued and pass books for the payment of 
the fixed interest. ‘To avoid all risk, the foreign 

employés will be engaged, the machinery ordered, 


| and the 4dand bought, only when all the shares 


have been taken up aud the half value paid. If by 
inconceivable aecident the echeme falls 


ness or incompleteness in their statements may be 


| pointed out to them. 


(The subjeet of the above translation has already 


| been dealt with in our columns; but the above be- 


ing more it ‘detail, we give it for the benefit of 


| Our numerous mercantile readers.—Ed. S. C.] 
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Before O. N. Danny, Esq., Consul-General, 
Acting Judicially. 


THE WILL DOF THE LATE E. M. SMITH. 


The following Judgment was delivered by 
the Court to-day. 


His Honour said:—This is a motion on the part of 
certain of the legatees and next of kin of Edwin 
Maurice Smith, deceased, and Francis Blackwell Forbes 
and Frederic D. Hitech, attorneys, in fact, for the heirs- 
at-law of said estate, made through their counsel Will'am 
| Venn Drummond, Esq., objecting to the validity of a 
ons ee heretofore filed in this Court for 
| pro . 


Edwin 
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ount of the remainder of the income every 
certain named legatees, including one-fifth 
to the said trustees, in equal parts? aside from the 
reserve fund, all the. interests so beque&thed—with the 
exception of two-—are in favour of not exceeding two 
s for life, with remainder over to the heirs of the 

of the last taker. The two exceptions are the gift 

to the trustees, which is without limitation, and the 
children to Wong Tuh-yee, which interest is for their 
lives; and at their to their heirs and assigns. 
These conditions of the testator, it seems, have created 
such trusts as the common low prohibits. The anthori- 
ties cited by the learned counsel for the motion support 
this conclusion, to which may be also added “ Kent” 
and “ Perry on Trusts.” If, however, there should be 
any doubt about the will creating illegal trust in this 


E 
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Li 


| urged 
| his estate, would certainly defeat its execution. 


, there can be none in the creation of the reserve 
fund alluded to. For not onlv are some of the inrerests 
named to be added to this fund. upon the happening of 
certain contingencies, liable to happen, but every dollar 
expended from it beyond what is absolutely necessary to 
keep the property in repair, tends to increase its quar- 
terly revenue, and this accumulation is to go on and on 
to the end of time, so far as anything appearing in the 


will is concerned. e ulti own of thig fun 
vests in no ong. wis ‘ciate here soug be eed 


} were executory in their nature, that is, to be perfected 


and closed at some future time by a conveyance or set- 
tlement, the result would be different, but this is not 
the case. Even if the f ing objections were not 
ainst the validity of the will, the fact that the 
testator has disposed of eleven-tenths of the income of 
If the 
will, then, creates illegal uities—and in my judg- 
ment it does—and falls for this reason, the entire docu- 
ment as a testamentary paper must fall also; for, as 
the learned counsel said in his argument, the scheme 
is so intimately connected as a whole, that even if some 
of its parts were not illegal, the failure of the rest would 
so entirely defeat the intention of the testator that no 
of it should be carried out. 


| Itisthe judgment of the Court, therefore, that the 


will should not be admitted to probate. The 
jection is sustained. A decree will be entered accord- 


Decree. 


reading the motion of Mrs, Margaret Seymour, 
York, full sister of Edwin Maurice Smith, 
real name was Edwin Maurice Pitcher, and who 
at Shanghai, China, on or about the 19th of 


November, 1878; Miss Evelina V. Pitcher, daughter of 


Sea reese Pitcher, deceased, who was half-brother 
of Edwin M. Pitcher; Miss Emily K. Pitcher a half- 
Sister of Edwin M. Pitcher; Mrs. Debora Everly, wife 
lier N. Pitcher, of Philadelpha, and half-sister of 
Edwin Maurice~ Pitcher ; Isabella ‘Walker, 
Elizabeth Walker and Amanda Walker, daughters 
Walker, ne Pitcher, who was a half-sister 

id Edwin Maurice Pitcher; Mrs. Minerva Pitcher, 
Rafus Draper Pitcher, Mother of the above 


| widow of 
named Evelina V. Pitcher, and of Rufus Draper Pitcher, 


t, acting in consort with her daughter Evelina 
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‘of Tea from China (including Hongkong and 
Macao) Ibs. 111,838,025 against 110,264,917 
in 1879, values respectively £6,470,987 and 
£6,855,482. From all countries the quantities 
imported amounted to 1484 million Ibs. in 
1880, and 141 millions in 1879, and the values 
to £9,089,642, and £8,694,046 respectively. 
The Import from British India has increased by 
over 6 million pounds. The Home consump- 
tion still showed a falling off, being 182,215,855 
in 1880, against 187,589,706 in 1879. The 
Export was lbs. 86,483,461 in 1880, against 
88,826,828 last year. 

of Sixx, the Import from China of Raw was 
2,701,108 lbs. in 1880, against 2,117,518 in 
1879, values £2,250,288, and £1,801,682. 
The Import from all countries was 8,140,062 


£3,140,062 and £2,279,649 respectively. The 
Import of Silk manufactures showed a value of 
114 against 11} millions sterling. 
Export of Silk and its fabrics amounted to 
£2,229,874 in 1880 and £2,031,577 in 1879. 
Of Suear, the Imports from China and Hong- 
| kong were $25,764 cwt. against 95,848 last 
year; value £272,951 against £79,096, and their 
value amounted to about 2} per cent of the 
total import of Sugar into England. 


Sine 


lbs. against 2,610,500 last year, values | 


The total | 


ae ee eet eR me mae 


-_s 


| of Corron Manuracrurrs show but a trifling 
| increase over 1879 in quantity, but more in 
j value. The figures are 8822 million yards, 


| value £8,985,515 in 1879. To Japan, they are 


£971,112 the year before. 


indicates a 1 
India than ‘i up 


Exports to Cuma * 


value £4,484,020 in 1880, against 881 millions, 


48,780,700 yards, against 47,948,700. The 
total Export of Cotton Piece Goods to all the 
world had increased from 8,070 million yards 
in 1879 to 8,697 in 1880, values from 
£38,779,892 in 1879 to £47,750,200 in 1880; 
an increase of 20 per cent in quantity and 25 
per cent in value. Shanghai is again placed 
third as consumer in quantity and fourth in 
values, Turkey having displaced her in 
value. Of Yarns the shipments to China and | 
Hongkong continue to increase enormously ; 
they are 16,052,000 lbs. against 11,288,600 
last year; to Japan, 24,058,800 against 
19,471,200. Of Yarns, Japan is now the se- 
cond in rank amongst Great Britain's consum- : 
ers, being second to Holland by a few pounds. 
The Export of Woouttens and Worstep Ma- 
nuFacTURES was 2,511,800 yards in 1880 
against 2;292,400, and of Worsrzp Srvurrs 


Of Leap, tle exports were 7,100 tons ayainst 
4,988 last year. Of Preciovs Merats, only 
£32,687 were imported from China in 1880, 
against £1,189,482 in 1879; and £1,025,8382. 


1879. The movements this year continue to be | | 
almost entirely in silver. From Japan the quan. | 

tity of gold imported remains nearly the same | 
as at the end of August £1,128,585; against 
To British India, 
the amount of silver sent has been £4,080,541, 
half a million less than the year before; and 
on balance about £700,000 gold has been sent 
there too; whilst in 1879 £1,482,942 was 
imported from British India on balance, which | 
er demand for remittance to 
ly,,.0: Council drafts could | 
fill. The ted States have taken on | 

balance eine 300, 000 of gold against about 

£2,100,000 in 1879, and Great Britain has | 
imported from them some’ £800,000 sterling of | | 


| silver, against 21,880,000 last year on balance. | 
Since the 1st of August, the imports of gold | 
into the United States amounted to $44,500,000 — 
| on November 10th, so three quarters of the 
| gold probably came from the Continent. Eng- 

| land was in point of fact a gainer in gold and 


| a loser of silver, as far as these returns show. 


was 17,118,000 in 1880 against 14,486,600. ~ 


were exported in 1880, against £505,599 in — 
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Tile last few months have been remark- 
able for the many shipping casualties that 
have occurred in which residents here 
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coast, and all ships well-known in Shang- | 
hai. On the 28th of the same month the | 
collision between the Breconshire and | 
Braemar Castle occurred in Penang Har- 
bour, resulting, as our readers are aware. 
in the wreck of the Braemar Castle, s- 
favourite tea steamer both at Hankow and | 
Foochow. Then, coming as it were into our 
own waters, there are on record the loss 
of Messrs. Douglas and Lapraik’s coasting | 
steamer Douglas, in the Haetan Straits, 
on the 14th November; the sinking, by 
collision, of the two Shanghai steamers | 
Kungwo and Hanyang in the Yangtsze on 
the 19th November; the stranding and 
abandonment of the German barque Manila | 
II on the Ears Rock off the Shantung 
Promontory on the 22nd December ; and | 
the burning of the former P, and 0. | 
Co.’s steamer Bombay, on Christmas Eve, | 
at Woosung. And now to this excep-| 
‘tionally heavy list of disasters for the | 
short period of three months, it is our 
duty to add another far more melancholy 
than any of those we have just referred 
to. Indeed we fail to remember an) 
other calamity among foreign shipping 
near our shores in which there were s 
many lives lost, as is believed to have been 
the case in this instance, since the sinking 
of the steamer Fushing by the steamer 
Ocean in 1874. We allude to the loss, by 
collision, near Shanghai, on Friday night 
last, of the British barque Chinaman, | 
whereby eleven lives have, it is feared, 
been sacrificed, including those of the 
Captain and his wife, 
| The Chinaman wasa vessel well known in 
the East, having been running between 
London, Hongkong, Shanghai, Foochow, | 
Japan and New York, for many years. Her | 
registered tonnage was 667 tons; she was) 
185 feet long, with 31 feet beam ; and 
belonged to Messrs. Park Brothers oi 
Loudon, for whom Messrs, Hewett and Co. 
are agents in Shanghai. She was com- 


| Nagasaki, ran into her, striking her nearly 
| amidships, a little abaft the main mast. The 
| steamer was flying light, she had the wind 
{and tide in her favour, full sails were set, 
jand it is said she was going ten or eleven 
| knots at the time of the collision, She 
| cut into the barque to the kelson, making, 
as can be readily imagined, a tremendous 
rent in her side. The barque immedi- 
jately began to fill with water and 
|sank in a few minutes—one eye-witness 
says she went down in two minutes 
and a half after she was struck, and 
another says five or six minutes elapsed 
beforeshe went down. However that may 
be, it is ouly too painfully evident that she 
sauk before all her crew could save their 


lives. Oaptain and Mrs. Mackenzie were 


| aft on the poop, but what became of them 


after the collision is unknown, and it ix 
feared that they were both almost instantly 
drowned. Four other members of the cren 
jare also known to have perished ; namely, 
Robert Anderson, seaman, Peter Petersen, 
seaman, Earnest Turner, apprentice, and 
John Lamont, carpenter. ‘The barque 
settled down in about five fathoms of water, 
with the main yard floating on the surface 
of the waves. The sufvivors of the 


jcrew -saved themselves by ,.vtting up 
| into the rigging or clinging on the bows oi 
| the Oraiglands. David Marshall, the boat- 
| swain, and Uharles Willis, an apprentice, 
| adopted the latter mode to preserve thei: 


| lives, and as soon as they got on the deck 
| of the Craiglands, their first enquiry was as 
| to whether Captain Mackenzie and his wife 
had been saved. On being told that they 
had not, they at once insisted on returning 
to the barque to render them assistance, 
and Mr. W. Bristow, the chief engineer, Mr. 
F. Olark, the third engineer, and Mr. P. 
Halstron, the second mate volunteered to 
accompany them, These five persons left 
the steamer in the life-boat ; they did not 
reach the wreck, and it is feared that in 
their eagerness to save the lives of others, 
they themselves have found watery graves. 
It is believed that the last that was 
seen of their boat was that the light in it 
was seen by the benumbed sailors in the 
rigging of the Chinaman, but, as one of 
their number states in a narrative hereto 
appended, persons in a perilous position 
like theirs, trusting every moment to see tlie 
méans of salvation at hand, not infrequently 
imagine they see what they wish to 
when they do not, If their idea is 
correct the boat was swamped, and 
there is but little reason to hope 
that the five brave men are now alive. 
There is, of course, the remote probability 
that the tide has carried them out 
to sea, and that they may be picked up 
by a passing steamer. The Craiglands 
manceuvred round the wreck for a consider- 
able time, and other attempts were made | 
to reach it in the boats, but without success. | 
A boat's crew, in charge of the mate, 
narrowly escaped being swamped, and five 
hours elapsed before the wrecked was 
reached by any one from the steamer. Then 
a boat, under charge of the boatswain, and 
‘manned by a Chinese crew, managed to get 
_ to the lee side of it, aud in two or three trips 
the sailors in the rigging were transferred 
to the steamer, which was then anchored 
about one hundred yards off, and they | 
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to wait ng but the could not be | 
ceil they lost sight of us several) 
times, it was a stiff breeze and the tide : 
aught “every moment | 


and then we should have gone.” While 
in the rigging they sheltered themselves | 
by tricing up the saila to keep off the 

wind and using their arms and legs as 
‘much as possible to stimulate the circula- 
tion of the blood ; and with the exception | 
‘of the carpenter, John Lamont, they 
endured the cold remarkably well, soon 


. recovering under the attention and kind- 

’ ness that was shown them on ee ! 
Oraiglands. The , who was suffer- |, 
ing from three broken ribs, the result of an | 
accident a few days previously, was asleep | 
in his bunk when the collision occurred, | 
and he had not time to dress himself. With | 


only his sleeping clothes on, his suffering 
in the rigging was worse than that of the 
others, and being a man nearly sixty 
years of age, he could not endure it, His 
comrades did all they could devise under 
the circumstances for his protection, by 
wrapping him in the top-gallant stay-sail, 
but he succumbed after three hours’ 
exposure. His body was lashed to the mast, 
where it was left by the men when the boat 


the collision occurred, and it is thought 
that they were stunned by the shock and 


wife were last seen on the poop. 
duging the night and Saturday forenoon, 


but was unable to find any of the missing 
men. The chance, therefore; of the five 


jleft the scene of the catastrophe about 


Old residents in Shanghai can remember 


| about a dozen cases where vessels have 
| been wrecked outside Woosung after mak. 


ing the passage in safety round the Cape 


| from England, but we believe this is the 
| Grst instance of the kind in which there 


has been so many lives lost. Captain 
Mackenzie and his wife were both well 


came to their rescue. Of the other three} 
members of the crew who were drowned | 
on board, Anderson was in the galley, | 
Petersen was in the forecastle, and Turner, | 


who was a boy making his first passage | 
to sea, was asleep in his bunk, when | 


unable to reach the deck before the China- | 
man went down. ‘Bhe Oaptain and his) 


The Craiglands remained by the wreck 


men in the Oraigland’s boat being stil! | 
alive is most remote indeed. The steamer 


known and highly respected in Shanghai, 
and their sad aud untimely deaths are deeply 
regretted. Captain Mackenzie had been, 
we are informed, in command of the China- 
man for thirteen years, and his earlier 
China career is associated with some of the 
finest tea clippers that used to visit Shang- 


| hai in what are now referred to as ‘‘ the good 


old times.” He is spoken of by the crew 


4 in the highest terms, several of them having 
| sailed with him for two and three con- 


secutive voyages. His last visit to Shang- 


| hai, in the autumn of 1879, was a troublous 


one, inasmuch as it will be remembered that 


| the Chinaman ran ashore, when outward 
| bound, off Gough's Island, aud that just as 


she had been floated the C.M.S.N. Co.’s 


j steamer Kiangteen ran into her, and the 
| question as to which vessel was to blame was 


decided by a Court of Arbitration in favour 
of the Chinaman. She had another mishap 
a few days aiterwards in leaving the Tung- 
ka-doo Dock, which detained her for some 
days, and her last passage out from England 
has not been one of the most favourable. 
She was 175 days from London, having 
encountered bad weather nearly all the 
way, and it is said that Mrs. Mackenzie, 
though generally of a cheerful, disposition, 
had for weeks a presentiment that she 
would not reach her destination, which 
was pooh-poohed by her husband. Ou 
Friday morning he accidentally broke his 
sextant and characterised the incident as 
a suitable termination of the troubles of a 
long voyage, little thinking then that ere the 
day passed he would experience a disaster, 
beside which, at least so far as he himself 
was concerned, no other misfortune of his 
life would bear comparison. He was about 
fifty years of age, and both he and Mrs. 
Mackenzie were natives of Stornaway. 
They leave one child in England, that has 
yet to learn of the bereavement it has 
sustained. 

A strange incident in connection with 
the affair is that two of the survivors of 
the crew, Frank Carlsen and Ernest Brace, 
wére formerly on board a vessel called the 
Hydaspes, belonging to the same owners, 
which was sunk in the Channel by the 
steamer Centurion, only a few days before 
they shipped in the Chinaman. 

The damage sustained by the Craiglands 
has necessitated her going into Messrs. 
Boyd and Co.’s New Dock. The force of 
the collision must have been tremendous. 
She has three or four large holes stove 
in her bow, with five plates entirely 
gone, and about a dozen of her ribs 
broken. Her watertight bulkhead stood 
her in good stead, the donkey engine 
being sufficient to cope with the water she 
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made. She has been running between 


‘Matheson and Co, for the last twelve 
‘months. She is commanded by Captain 
Smith, and is piloted in and out of port 
by Mr. Wills, NS 
The cause of the disaster will doubtless 
be investigated in a Court of Law in the 
course ofa few days, 


- Mr. Sr. Jonns, the chief officer of 
the ill-fated uo, saya:—On Friday , 
to eight, I came 

having been at/| 

The Amharst 

W. by 8S. and the North | 

1am not so sure about 

as I am of the former. 


' 


ed ship anchored astern 
‘and halt distant. The| 


poping. The night was 
was no moon. When I} 


jammed een the the 
_ boat, getting so badl that it was 
half Amn before I ll reach the mizen 
crosstree. The barque sank in about five 


hands who were in the riggit 


ship ; but I grappled hold of the after swifter 
said henthed canal hand over hand to the 
surface. AH the others, I think, were then 
‘in the rigging. On the fore-top-sail yard 
were Henry Meuna, Frank Lord, Frank 


Carleen, Ernest procs Sed illiam Bailey, 


all seamen, and Mf. On the main-top 
were William Potts, second mate, John 
Lamont, carpenter, Arthur Leech, ordinary 
seaman and John Stern, able seaman ; on 
the mizen cross-trees were John St. Johns, 
chief mate, Frederick Bush, A.B., and 
Serafin, the sail-maker. We could see 
the steamer’s lights, but I cannot say 
how far they were away. It was blow- 


a pretty -stiff breeze, and a stro 

‘ebb tide was br 58 The night oa 
cloudy. The moon had not risen. We were 
all more or leas wet and suffered greatly 
from cold, and to prevent our clothing 
from freezing we moved about as much 
as we could. To shelter themselves the 
men on the fore top-sail loosed the bunt of 
the top-sail, and triced it up with the reef 
eet to the top-mast rigging. It then 
ormed a kind of hammock, and the men, 
got into it to keep themselves warm ; aud 
they remained in it until rescued. On the 
maintop the men also sheltered themselves 
as well as they could with the mizen top- 
yallant-stay but. their ition was 
rendered more uncomfortable by the agony 
| of the carpenter, who died from exposure to 
‘the cold. Two or~—three days before the 
accident he was putting up a false door to 
the house on to prevent the sea from 
‘breaking the other, when the ship gave 
_a@ lurch and he fell against the rail of 
| the vessel; the door fell on him and 
broke two or three of his ribs. At 
the time of the collision he was in his 
bunk and escaped only in his sleeping 
clothes. He died about two hours 
| before rescue came. He was wrapped 
in a sail and lashed by a gasket to 
the mast, where he was left when his 
shipmates wore taken off. The men 
on the mizen cross-trees sheltered them- 
selves with a gaif top-sail. The sea was 
so strong that every moment they were 
afraid the mast would be carried away. 
If it had been, of course we should all 
have been lost, We remained in this 
| position for about five hours, when a boat 
jcame alongside from the Craiglands, in 
charge I think of the boatswain, and 
containing a Chinese crew. ‘They came on 
the lee side, and took the men from the 
mizen aud ove from the main top. They 
then told the other men on the main 
top that they must go to the mizen 
owing to the main yard-arm swinging 
about so. To do this they had to swim 
from one to the other, helping themselves 
by means of the braces. The boat returned 
in about half an hour, and took the 
remainder of the maintop men, and 
then came to the foremast for the others. 
Before the boat came to us at all, the 
steamer had been manteuvring round us for 
a long time, and I fancy that at one time I 
| saw a light three or fourships’ leng' hs astern 
/of the steamer, but men in our position, 
when looking anxiously for a thing, often 
imagine. that they see it when they do not. 
But if we did see the light, it would no 
doubt be in the boat in which Marshall, 
Willis, and the two engineers-from the 

iglands were. I am afraid it was 
swamped. When we got on board the 
Crai lands, her men behaved very kindly 
to us ; they could not have done more for 
us than they did. They gave us clothing 
to put on, food to eat, coffee to drink, 


at of which we very highly appreciated. 


= os + atin _ ye esis 9 este ree ag a 
‘ rte aia ss eS a ee ee ee 
pincer 2 At St Se SINC RRR Naas eae TRS a ll RL ET ok ae Ra 


6 an cll en eli bigtabannine ae 


o SE Or 


Oe meus tienes 
wreck and found the body of John 


exposure, lashed to the mast, where it was 
left by the members of the crew who were 
saved, as mentioned in our report yesterday. 
The Kwashing then cruised about in search 
of the missing boat containing the chief 
and third engineers, and the second mate 
of the Craiglands and two of the crew o/ 
the Chinaman, but was unable to find any 
trace of it, or to gather any tidings respect- 
ing it from nine vessels they signalled in 
the neighbourhood. The body of the 
carpenter was brought up to Shanghai, and 
an inquest was opened in the afternoon 
by Mr. R. A. Mowat. A report of the 
proceedings .will be found in another 
column. Those capable of forming a 
judgment incline to the opinion that the 
occupants of the missing boat from the. 
steamer Craiglands, after an unsuccessful 
attempt to regain their vessel, may have | 
been driven from her at the will of the | 
}elements, and that in such case their 
direction would most probably have been 
a southerly one, creating considerable hope 
of their having fetched up among the 
islands which lie well scattered in 
that course, but, for want of coals, the 
_Kwashing was compelled to return to 
/port without exploring them. It was 
doubtful whether the services of the Kwa- 
shing could be depended upon for a second 
cruise with this object in view, and atten- 
tion was directed, by our indefatigable 
Registrar of Shipping, Mr. Tapp, to the 
U.8.8. Palos, and that gentleman, in con- 
nection with Lloyd’s agents, waited on the 
U.S. Consul-General, Mr. O. N. Denny, at 
an advanced hour last evening. Mr. Denny 
expressed the utmost sympathy for the 
missing men, and intimated that if H.M.’s 
Consul would lay the case before him 
officially’ he would at once communicate 
with Commander Cotton with a view to 
the despatch of the Palos. This was done, 
and we are glad to state that through 
their kind and courteous co-operation 
instructions were issued late last evening 
to Commander Green of the Palos to | 


|| proceed at daylight this morning to the 
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| | arrangements, the Paloe| left at seven o'clock 


wreck, and beforeshe had time to get further 
than Woosung a telegram was received by 
the Harbour-master, from Gutzlaff, stating 
‘that four of the five men who left the 
steamer in the boat had arrived there ; and, 
through the courtesy of the Harbour-master, 
we were enabled, by means of “ an extra,” 
| %© convey this information to our readers 
at an early hour yesterday. The four 


men who have arrived at Gutzlaff are! 


Francis Clarke and Peter Hallstrom, third 
engineer and second mate of the steamer 
Craiglands, and David Marshall and Charles 
‘Willis, boatswain and an apprentice of the 
barque Chinaman, and they reported that 
they had buried William Burton, the chief 
engineer of the Oraiglands, who was the 
fifth person in the boat, on Morrison 
Island. Marshall and Willis, our readers 
will remember, were the two members of 
the crew of the Chinatiian who saved them- 
selves by clinging to the bows of the 
Craiglands, and on learning that Captain 
and Mrs. Mackenzie had not been saved 
ing to the wreck to render them assistance, | 
aud the three officers of the Craiglands 
volunteered to accompany them. They 
soon drifted from the view of the steamer, 
and when they could not be found on} 
Saturday by the Craiglands, nor by the 
Kwashing on Sunday, only the most 
‘sanguine entertained hopes that they were 
yet alive. We have yet to learn the tale of 
their sufferings, and doubtless it will be a 


most heart-rending one, judging from the 


fact that Mr. Barton, ¢ the chief engineer, 
succumbed—we presume from exposure. 
Mr. Burton was a quiet, unassuming | 
man; he was an active member of the 
Institute at the Temperance Hall, and was 
‘highly respected by the members of his 
profession. He leaves a wife and child 
at West Hartlepool, Eugland, to lament 
his death, a solace in connection with 
which must ever be the knowledge that 
‘his life was lost in an effort of heroism to 
save those who were in imminent danger. 
The survivors of the wreck of the China- 
man lost everything they possessed. Some 
of them were only partially dressed when 
they had to betaké themselves to the rig- 
ging to save their lives, and the clothes 
they are now wearing are thé gifts. of , 
a» Seer, while some of those 


an advertisement on our front page, assist- 
ance on their behalf is solicited by Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson and ©o,, Messrs. Gibb, 


missioner of Customs, Mr. H. 8. Morris, 


yesterday morning for the scene of the} 


from the Chinamon, they insisted on return- | 


Livingston and Co., Mr. J. i. Hart, Com- |* 


Secretary of the North-China Insurance 
Company, and Mr, W. H. Tapp, H.M.’s 
Registrar of Shipping. Gifts of clothes and 

‘donations of money will be received by these 
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David Marshall al roo Willis, boat- | 
swain and apprentice of the barque China- | 


man, and two Chinese who had taken them 
from Elliott Island to Gutzlaff. At 6.30 
a.m., the Kwashing left for Elliott Island, 
arriving there at 8.20. The body of Mr. 
William Burton, late chief engineer of the 
Craiglands, was found buried in a Chinese 
‘grave-yard near the beach. tetas 
wrapped in canvas, atid bro 1a 

hai. At 9.60 a.m., the Kwashing left the 
Island, and about an hour afterwards she 
met the U.8.8. Palos, and the two vessels 


returned to Shanghai together. 
We have interviewed David Marshall, 


the boatewain of the. Chinaman, and he} 
has given.us& detailed account of the || 
experiences of the occupants of the boat | 
from the time they left the Oraiglands till) 
their arrival in Shanghai, but owing|’ 
to the lateness of the hour at which) 
our interview terminated, and the nature | 
of some of the statements made by him, | 
we shall at present only give a summary | 
of his narrative, as it will doubtless before | 
many days have passed be given officially | 
on oath. To use his own words, hej 
states that on reaching the deck of the| 
Craiglands, he “ never saw such a state of | 
things in all his life, as regards clewing | 
up the sails and getting the boats ready to | 
save life.” More than two hours, he says, | 
elapsed before the first boat, (in which he | 
was) left the steamer. This was the life-| 
boat, and he goes on to say that “‘ five) 


minutes after it had left the ship, it was 
water-logged. We turned back, and called 


out that the boat was filling with water, | 
and someone on the steamer told us to 


return on board. In our eagerness to 


save the lives of those on the Chinaman, | 
we said that we would try to fetch her, 


and asked for the jolly-boat to be lowered. 
We went off in the direction where we 
thought the wreck was, but were driven 
away by the wind and tide, three of us 


+ Ht 


Saturday morning, we found ourselves four 
‘or five miles from Gutzlaff, with the tide 
sweeping us away towards land, which 
afterwards proved to be Elliott Island. 
Early in the morning, as soon as daylight 
broke, the chief engineer, Mr. Burton, 
commenced to be queer, saying all sorts 
of strange things; but he kept baling 
out the water like a man all the time until 
within a quarter of an hour of his death, 
which occurred just before we reached 
the Island, about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, We could sve he got weaker 
all day, but he would go on until he 
was completely exhausted, and we then 
laid him on the fore thwarts of the boat. 
‘When we were within four or five miles 
of the Island, we met a native boat with 
five or six China boys on board. At first 
they seemed afraid to come near us, but 
when we waved our hands they came 
alongside, took hold of our painter, and 
towed us to the Island, When we were 
taken in tow, Mr. Burtog was alive, and 
he chin-chinned the inese, but he 
was too far gone to speak to us sensibly, 
and he died soon aftefwards. We landed 
on the Island about three o’clock on Satur- 
day afternoon, and met with a most kind 
reception from the inhabitants. They 
would not let us do anything for ourselves ; 
they carried the éorpse of Mr. Burton from 
the boat and laid it beside one of the houses. 
There are only seven houses there. The 
people afterwards wrapped the body in two 
mats. They took off ourwet clothing, gave us 
some of their clothes to wear while they dried 
ours, and took us into their houses and fed 
us like children. We were so weak that we 
could not bury Mr. Burton that day, but 
on Sunday morning we did so. We slept 
during the night in a kind of hay-loft, two 
of us on the floor, and two inakind of 
bedstead fixed up with bamboo. After 
breakfast on Sunday morning, we buried 
Mr. Burton. The Chinese took us to 
their grave-yard and dug a grave about 
three feet deep, in which we laid the 
body. Stones were put round it, and it 
was then covered with earth. We stayed 
on the Island all day Sunday and the 
greater part of Monday. The Chinese did 
all they possibly could for us. On Monday, 
an old man, who seemed to be the head 
man of the village, sent a young man in a 
boat to the other islands to fetch a larger 
one than his own, to enable us to leave 
‘the Island. The old and young man are 
now on the Kwashing. They would 
not let us use their boats, because they 
thought they were teo small for all of us. 
We left the Island about 3 p.m. on 
Monday, and arrived off Gutzlaff about 
seven in the evening. We did not land 
then, because the Chinese said that if we 
‘did the guns would be fired at us. We 
landed at daylight on Tuesday morning, and 
‘received every kindness from Mr. and 
Mrs. Bond, the lightkeeper and his wife, 
'and Mr. Boyson, the telegraph clerk. They 
sent a telegram to Shanghai, and about 
one o'clock on Wednesday morning this 
steamer fetched us. While at Gutzlaff I 
was shivering and felt a little sick, and 
‘the good people there gave me some 
drawers, stockings, and a guernsey frock to 
wear. My three companions were then all 
right. The Kwashing took us to Elliott 
\Island, and after we got Mr. Burton's’ 
| body on board, we came up to Shanghai.” 
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Fi hie 1908 ae sa isfs acto neither to ex- 

run up at the commentement ay spec ulative 
| movement based.on the reported short crop of 
1879 in Europe,. any deficiency in which ship- 

pers lost no » time ‘in igh i ‘The native 


Tis, 365 (= 16/5) ) Blue Elephants in Shang: | 
hai, and 15/6 in London. ‘The decline in Eu. 


was 69,549 Bales, against 64,788. the previous , 


Bales of Raw, 7,180 Yellow, and 2,200 of Che- | 1 
foo Wild Silk ; in these two latter kinds there | 
was a very large increase in the export, as | 


| The fall in prices at 
| accentuated in June, early in which 14/6 
| was telegraphed as the quotation for Blue 


| the other side, and the year closed with an im- 


| stock -in London was rather heavy—27,000 
| Bales; but in France stocks were small. 


the end of May was 


Elephants; Tis. 860 was the opening price 
here for the same chop. Prices rallied a little 


|} in beth countries, and.an active business was 


done, ix. spite of the large supplies, until in 
July a fall of about Tls. 25et00k place ; in Aug- 
ust they were quoted Tls, 825; they rose again 
to Tls. 8874, but about the 10th November 


| Silk fell again, and Tsatlees were bought at 


the parity of Tle. 320 for Blue Elephants, 
which chop was quoted in London at 18/6 at 
the same time. A speculative movement then 
set in here, which re-acted upon the London 
market; prices rose to the parity of Tis. 845. 
for Bluo Elephants here and 14/6 in London ; 
the rise here seemed to improve the demand on | 


proved feeling amongst manufacturers. The 


At 


the New Year business. Was active at home. | 
Results to rters were neither very brilli- 


ant nor discomraging. In the early part of 
the season thexe were no heavy losses; and 


there were but few exceptionally large profits. 


The speculation ,referred to began on a good 
basis, laying-down prices were then lower 


for Chop Silks tian had ever been known ; 


‘the tael. prices may once have been slightly 


lower, but the rate, of, exchange was then 
much higher. The low prices have not rapidly 


stimulated the demand in consuming panes 


but the consumption in France is improving. 
Silk appears to have lost the supremacy it 


once enjoyed as an article of attire. Novelty 


and constant change are more attractive to the 


i 


‘fair sex, and except to the very rich, pure silk 


is too costly for the material of the newest 
fashions ; imitation fabrics suit the manufac- 
tures, milliners, and consumers, better: 

The Chinese Silkmen appear to have been 
cautious in their purchases up-country, and to 
have paid their way all through. 


The present season’s business amounted to 


| 68,500 bales to the end of the year, and there 
| is estimated to be 16,000 to 18,000 bales more, 
‘eee erence for export. 


“EO 


the 15th May at E 
conditions : 

. speculation i in & 
culminated on the 2 
tion of 1/14 for good 


opening of the present seasqn. 


this abnormal position “Miiy-entiale had, with | 
few fluctuations, gradually receded to 9} at the 3 


The publicly expressed opinion of everyone | 


interested in the trade was strongly against | 


. pict oe bec. ' be th ; 
; Daa ; 
. 7 * + v 3 ‘s 
pane to with their 
; ae ee fee. 
a hae +. oe ee 
7 
f. 
this eens the result } Ww 
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| and chiice Wiigdbets aat ‘at the opening 
| Tis. 8 a 4 higher than in 1879, when they 
had not resulted satisfactorily. High rates once 
established, the tenacious native took full ad- 
vantage of the position, and it was only when 
they saw the fleet of “ Barbarian steamers ” 
reduced to one-half its original force, that they 
made material concessions in their demands ; 
| and from the 10th of June till tt he end of July, 
anghai, Teas were 
boon le them a fair mer- 
ay he. whole a small 
The #9 eset on a 5 saciie’ may 
be fixed ah about the time of the few first 
steamers’ arrival in Lotidon. Their Teas met 


“with buts poor regéfiijon, and although the 


| lbs. over the total of 1870-8 0 
| supplied market at home \and 
| of the stock held by importers standing to a 
| loss, the prospect of the Spring trade is but 


: Fow profits were made, but losses were the 
general result of first ecatgoes. Telegraphic 


| advices from home had the effect of retarding 
|| shipments, and this, together with the improv- 
| ed position advised from here, with the pros- 


pect of a good harvest at home, caused the 


| London market to rally, and the out-turn of 


all shipments arriving from, say the first week 
of August till the end of September, may be 
considered satisfactory. The upshot of this 
was that telegraphic orders arrived freely, and 
although it was then evident that supplies 
must be in excess, buyers were nothing loth. 
A large general business ensued, driving prices 
up toa range which paid the natives hand- 
some profits, and has ended in “ep us with 
a visible present excesss 

With ; an over- 


the greater part 


a gloomy one in the face of heavy are 
from all quarters. 

On the whole, the ous-ti 
hardly been a good one 


imp of the season ees 
mporters, although 


| judiciously timed purchases have shown a 


favourable result. . 


Gaeen.-Taa. 
The trade in this article is now reduced to 


| comparatively small dimensions; it is kept in 
| few hands and its results can only be guessed 
at by outsiders. If we might hazard a con- 
| jecture, we should say that on the average 


there has been but small, if any, loss to ship- 


| pers to England, although it is well known 


that, with the exception of early shipments, 
results in America have been eminently un- 
satisfactory, and cents for taels may now be 
regarded as the standard value. In sympathy 
with both consuming markets, prices here have 


| gradually declined throughout the season, and 
| at present stand at about as low a scale as 
| they have for many years. 
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At home sore muy ae & 
been on # most ge ne -<ieg8 
also seem that 
yet been meas! 


ly has not 
n f thew circumstances 
the result of a9 30 is disappointing. 
The Tea Tradé-oug She one of the safest 
which a merch&tie ngage 
be regretted that & 
amongst foreign b Sp. 
at the mercy of the Ch 
compete, Chin o sells 
is the true someon’ = 
mystery ” which has 
in London. <a | 
- At this point it) wil ill h ne 
to refer once more t o tii 
| question, whichigiias 


aly be out of place 
much vexed Taboo 


“) Ives ‘itself into this : 
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goes in for virtuous indiguaton, a 
tual ¢ mviction that ‘It's 


* san an says ise—'* Well you 
» &0, You comprehend at 
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in, and it is to. 
ter absence Of cohesion | 
laces them so entirely — 
nese. Foreign buyers © 
© combine, and that 
Or that grand “ Asian — 
s A 7 edslamman — : 


out in the opposite direction to what it was 
two days before. 
. We will cite one instance of this by placing 


| two paragraphs from our morning contempor- 
ary in juxtaposition.— “VIE : 


. Daily News, 24 
— To this 


E PR Swe re 
i R me. a 
a : 
E sui 
ie 4 
hikes 


: iol the Guilds, ‘s 


Mgosmis reasonable 
. as i a %? 
eo ie "3 Jt ga. 
Comment is superfluous;and we can only 


wish those interested in. "The trade « more 
_ prosperous year, and to this end we would sug- 
_ gest more united action amongst buyers. 
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a , 95,848 last 
vain st "979,096, and 
r cent of 


mars PRESS 


fo 


= oops at show a mts 
ast tt ; 79 in qua tity, not in vaiue 
1HE BOA! D OF TR DE, RE TURNS fo : 184 millic yards, value 
the Pins onths in 1889, ag 480 millions, 
1880, show Pe i 5 : value £4,441,190 in 1879. To Japan, they 
4 FiPor are 65,720,000 yards, againet 66,781,700. The 
of Tes from Clif in odin Hongkong and | total Export of Uctton Piece Goods to all the 
Macao) lbs. 189 iy ive st 122,015,698 | world had increased from 8,899 million yards 
in 1879, Mase ee es ively £7,668,878 and in 1879 to. 4,128 yg 1880, values from 
ridane se ge ‘rom. all countries the quantities | £42,812,770 in 1879 to £58,025,620 in 1880; 
nour in 16h million lbs. in an increase of 20 per cent in quantity and 14 
1880, and 15 | aoe, and the values per cent in value. Shanghai is again plac 
to £10,571,747, n ap a 9,842,287 respectively. third as consumer in quantity and fourth in 
The Import from 4B ) h India amounts to values, Turkey exceeding her in value. Of Yarns 
vounds, * The Home consump- “China and Hongkong have 
a ing of, being 146,886,192 | conti inopesae Sapidly : 
10,229,524 in 1879, but the | | 
ously due to clearances last 
tymew-of the short visible 
n: is.year in view of the 
ig, anethey are doubtless | many | ot 
rv ela zat 89,062, 748 in wean. .Sountries, however, : 
som year. each surpass Japan by OU per cent in woe. | 
| ima of Raw was | The Export of Weonsens 
sien inst 2,469,082 in NUFACTURES wads J 600: : 
1, “Saag £2,096,124. against 2,579,800, m ees ; a ORSTED ae vrs. 
countries was 8,897.987 was 18,870,900 in “IR8O HgAinst 16,723,900. | 
¢! rev ious year, values. we 6.558 tons avainst | _ 
re 6,697 last year. ‘Par eGious Merars, only | 
| £36,007 were imported. from China in 1880, 
against £1,158,405 in 1679; and £1,115,232 
were exported in 1980, Ayai.st £505,954 in 
1879. The movements His yeur continue to 
be almost entirely in silver. I’vom Japan the 
quantity of gold imported remains the same 
as at: the end of August, £1,128,585; against 
£1,021,820 the yeur before. ‘Lo British India, 
the smount-of silver sent lias been £4,279,497, 
1} million less than the year before; and ou 
balance about £850,000 gold has been sent 
there too; whilst in 1879 14 willion was 
imported from British India on balance. 


j 
4 


Notwithstanding the re avy losses sustained 
by shippers of this article during the year 
1879, the exports for 1880 have again been 
very large. The quantity shipped from Shang- | 

; imate at about piculs 47,400; of 
which $1,000 has been shipped to England 
16,000 to New York, 
Hamburg, and 80 i ps y San Francisco. 


state. The buyers at-‘Bieht 


_| winter had been paying high prices, and those 
| who sold on this market were losers; many _ 
~ | of those who shipped home fared worse. In | 
July, August, and oe of September, | 


sell on this =. a loss shipped their | 
goods to Europe and America with a hope of 


raking @ profit. The result is yet to be seen. 
In the early part of November a fair busi- 
ut since that time the mar 
niet, ve y y Tittle doing, sibs 


108° wos W decidedly better for 


pions, w on the other | 
‘ ie * A tel Bas 
ge ta ene 
: | @ prevailing 
Fh,” SRE a at ‘ ; ES, ‘ 
+x Se Sai 


uferior kinds. The stocks in 
America “were very considerable 
at the end of te icra as heretofore the 


200 to Lyons, 70 to J 


MA i A mye “ 
Hives. 


The principle feature of the trade in this 
article during 1880 has heen the large export 
to the United States, as compared with that 
to London, and the heavy losses made by the 
Chinese. The market opened in January at 
Tis. 16 @ 16.50 per picul for good prime 
selected hides ; at these prices Chinese specula- 
tors operated largely for some time, and were 
able to bolster up the market by buying up in 
the interior all the hides obtainable at the 
parity of the above quotations, while foreigners, 
being unable to obtain orders either from 
Europe or the United States on the basis of 
these high prices, operated cautiously. In 
May, prices began to give way, and a steady 
business at declining rates. followed, from 
that time to the end of December; prices at 
the close of the year being’ fully fifteen per | 
cent lower than those rulimgin January. 

Since the establishment.of large Hide Dip- 
ping and Preparing Works if Shanghai, under 

the manageinent of an experienced tanner, the 
complaints of former years of wormy, warbly, 
and heated hides are no more heard of either 
' from Europe or the Alnited.States. 

The Exports to the-United States during 

1880 are piculs 16,958.60; to London, 387.02; 
‘to the Continent 652.90 ; making a total of , 


= 


-piculs 17,998.52, | 


Cawens’ j Woon. 


d equ 'to the supply. There. 
has been a falling off as to quality, and late 
| arrivals were badly cased and inferior. 


Surrr’s Woot. 


| The bulk of the business has been in Woosie 

Wool; the price of which has fluctuated con- 
siderably. As tothe Northern Wools, prices 
obtained here appear to be insufficient to 
bring eupyeies. 


Saux Rves. 


A large business has been done, and prices 
have remained particularly steady. Total 
Exports to Europe aud United States were 
| 152,282 rugs; over one third of which were | 
! shipped to spc 


N CONTINUAT. Lie 
Retrospect We no’ as v7 


And. commence with 


He : s on oh the whole a fairly , 


good one, both to for signe rand natives. The ’ 
market fluctuated Detweon (Tis. 550 a 590 for 
Malwa and Tis. 440 « 475 r Bengal. The | 
native crop has been & ‘good one; this re 
duced the consumption of Malwa at Hankow 
and the northern ports; the closing of the | 


smoking shops in this province has for a time | 


curtailed the consumption of Bengal. 
Malwa.—The large import 

antumn of 1879, which were readily taken by 
the natives at remune el ra ay 

foreigners to import largel; Pi the northern ports 
being closed,, the stock continued to increase, 
and at the ond of ‘Tanuary it stood.at 4100 
chests and the price Tis. 570. The Marwaregs 
having disposed of a good. portion of their stock 
at Malwa, refused to part with their drug unless 
at an advance, whieh had yeen duly established 
there; onthe other hand the stock here increa- 
sed alarmingly, via: awe gam on the 18th 


rices, A ut April, the 

e ig athered in, the estimate 
of the crop of 1880 “had not been realized, 
owing to the poppy not yielding 


the s sete, “rates ruled very 
scl and the stock con! uved to diminish until 


irn our attention ‘to 


he most ivportant 


Tis. 566, not showing any profit to importers 
owing to its high cost. In October the market 


| detlined heavily in India, which brought 


our matket down to Tis, 545; the natives enter- 
ed the market freely at this price, and bought 
largely, which again improved the Indian mar- 
ket, importers realizing very remunerative rates; 


|| the stock was thus reduced t2105 chests. On 
| the 28th October rates Improved to Tis. 560 for 
| new and Tis. 580 for old, which rate ruled up 
| to the end of the year. % 


Bengal, continued to risé‘from Tls, 440 for 
Patna and 480. for Benares}sand about the 


| month of April reached to Tis. 470 a 476 for 
| Patna and TYs. 455 for Benaves, The stock, 


which stood at 2200 chests in January, con- | 
tinued at the same figure, in the hands of 

foreigners ; the Chinese having seen rates as low 
as Tis. 890 ‘were not partidl to this rise, aid 


| purchased only for their immediate use ; the 
| closing of the smoking shops’ 


6 same time 
affecting the consumptioa, rates began to dec- 


| line until Tls. 435 for Patna and Tis. 430 
| for Benares were touched in October and 
| the stock reduced to 80 


.” Better news 
Hongkong, and our 
80 for Patna and 

ie end of the year, 
m& ©Benares has 


arrived from Calcutté # 
rates improved again to ‘ 
Tis, 485 for Benaress 
with a stock of only 


'| been more used by the © consumers lately owing 


to its cheapness and better weight than Patna; 


} and has now attained a higher standing in 


the market than Patna, owing to its suitable- 
ness for mixing with the native drug. The 
grievance of the drug turning out “chop 
dollar?” (moth eaten skins) continued during 
the year and it is to be hoped Her Majesty's 


| Indian Government will remedy this evil with 


j the least possible delay. | Oa 
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Lvevneist: 


pes ee 
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h and Dutch together amounted 


delivories fell off to 618,847, 2 dédiedse of 15 
per cent; stocks therefore were 26,700 pieres at 
the 4 of the year against 14,600 at which 
they started. eee much the same in pro- 
yortion with Jeans; the imports of English 
and Duteh lazpely- excotiied the daliverice, and 
stocks: moored ge 26,500 pieces at the 
ginnip pieces at the end of the 
yeur, Gos eps having beep $29,564 pieces 
against deliveries 182,968. Of American the 
3,450, the deliveries 41,481, and 
sed from 200 pieces to 12,200, 

English Sheetings were 

: “to said vgeanngd of 196,608 


| 1879 to eat: wor gear just concluded, 
whilst the stock imereased from 25,200 to 
72,800. In American Bheetings aud Conti- 


pieces were imported, a larger importation idiin 
in the previons year by pieces, whilst 
deliveries fell off by double as much, being 
588,014 in 1880 against 664238 the year be- 
fore, stocks consequently increased from 76,800 
to 168,100, of which it would appear about 
105,000 are Continentals. The total deliveries 
of all these goods, including White Shirtings 
besides, were 104 woillion pidtes in 1880 
against 114 in 1879, 9 million in 1878, 
8,4, millions in 1877; so that the trade 
shows a steady increase, if a falling off from 
¢ 1879. This falling off is 

by a restriction of 

y by a difficulty 

Tientsin ; since 

ear the China 

0 “were engaged 

in earrying troops, ot rather raw levies, to th g 
\¢ we for au anticipated war with 
6 did not inter: 


2s rg, OY ik oe ee 


we ee 
ad 


id not baliove very Y ofonndlyin the probability 

of a conflict between the two powers. The de- 

mand for goods at the end of the year, after 

the Tientsin season was closed, showed that 

nese traders did not believe in the bellicose 

intentions of their rulers, Manchoos or vag 
(To be continued.) 
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